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ADDRESS TO.THE WOMEN OF ENGLAND. 


THe magnitude and importance of the work im. which the 
British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society is en , namely, the 
overthrow of the twin abominations of slavery and the slave-trade 
wherever they exist, requires that they should seek and obtain 
the countenance and support of: every philanthropist, both at 
home and abroad ; and especially of that portion of the human 
family whose sympathy has ever been excited by we and 
distress, and whose assistance has never been withheld for its 
d, the committee would a 1 


relief, To the women of Englan 
ed by the slave- 


in behalf of Africa, so long desolated and d , 
trade ; and, in the name of upwards of six ions of their fellow- 
creatures, subjected to the most rigorous bondage to the 
most dreadful privations—and subjected to the most crnel treat- 
ment, to gratify the lust of wealth:and the love of power in 
those rhe laure usurped an unrighteous dominion over é 
Through the divine blessing.on the labours of ‘the abolitionists 
of this country, the last vestige. of legalized slavery has disap- 
peared in the British possessions in the West Indies, Central and 
South America, Mauritius, and the Cape of Good Hope; and 
eight hundred thousand human beings have been raised from 
the condition of chattels to that of men, and put into possession 
ef the blessings of freedom. Already the benefits of the wise and 
great measure of emancipation are beginning to be realized : 
education and religion are rapid exjendinsi marriage and 
the parental relation are ease ; peaceful. industry, where 


the people are honourably treated, abounds; and a willing obe- } a 


dience to the laws universally marks the conduct of the eman- 
cipated. Yet there is much to be done to complete the work of 
freedom in these colonies. The passions, prejudices, and pride of 
niwn long used to treat their bondmen as anh inferior species to 
themselves, and to exercise arbitrary mat them, have not 
as yet yielded to the: of kindness, liberality, and good will ; 
oppressive laws still exist, and others are contemplated ; and jus- 
tice is too often and too flagrantly perverted, to allow the friends 
ef the liberated negros to slumber at their post, or to cease their 
exertions until they have placed their liberties on a firm and 
imperishable basis. 

ut whilst the committee rejoice in the triumphs of justice, 
humanity, and religion, in these colonies, they have to deplore 
the existence of slavery in British India. At. least five hundred 
thousand (some assert there are millions) of British subjects, on 
that vast continent, are held as rty, and are in a state of 
extreme wretchedness ; whilst the traffic in human beings is there 
allowed in practice, if not sanctioned by law. For the liberty of 
these the committee would earnestly plead, and they trust, they 
shall not plead in vain. 

The prodigious extent and the multiplied horrors of the African 
slave-trade have engaged too much of public attentionto require more 
than a mere reference to them, in order to excite the deepest feelings 
of commiseration for its unhappy victims in every human breast. 
At the lowest computation, not less than one hundred and fifty 
thousand men, women, and children, are torn from Africa annu- 
ally, to meet the demand of the slave-markets of the western 
world ; whilst not less than fifty thousand more are provided to 
supply those of the East! Yet these form scarcely more than a 
third of the yearly victims of this nefarious trafic. Upwards of 
three hundred thousand in addition, are estimated to perish in the 
wars engendered by it in the initerior of Africa, in their transit 
across the burning and arid’ deserts, in their detention at the 
con and by disease, famine, and death, in the most aggravated 
orms. 

Still the whole tale of horror is not told. In the rice-swamps 
and cotton plantations of the southern states, of the great North 
American a three millions of men, women, and children, 
languish in slavery and chains, A number nearly equal to this 
are compelled, under the dreadful stimulus of the cart-whip, to 
cultivate the vast territory of Brazil; and about one million 
more are engaged on the sugar and coffee plantations of Cuba and 
Porto Rico, belonging to the crown of Spain ; Martinique and 
Conteeps, the possessions of France ; Suriham and other colo- 
nies of Holland ; and Santa Cruz and St. Thomas, appertaini 
ta Denmark. The variety and weight of misery, privation, 
suffering endured by them can only be fully known to Him who 
1s omniscient, and whose ear is open to ery; yet enough is 
known of their sorrows to excite the tenderest compassion for 
them, and the most earnest prayers and efforts for their de- 
liverance, 

One fact must not be lost sight of. Nearly one-half of the mil- 
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lions of the human race now held in slavery are women, and ‘on 
them it falls with dreadful severity! Within the grasp of their 
brutal: masters, neither the innocence of youth, nor the virtue of 4 
womanhood is respected. Human rights are not merely trampled ; 
on, human nature is not merely outraged, but thie ‘soul is pol- 
luted, and the loveliest as well as the noblest attributes of our ‘ 
“ne ay Be Ay peevella, einesta 
n those countries where slavery extensively prevails, espe y 
in the United States of Artieriég, oi immense internal Linke vee 
is carried on, under the most revolting circumstances. - Not only 
are husbands and wives, mothers and children, a to 
auction, handled and examined like cattle, and sold'and separated 
without sg pow or remorse en i “yo ¥ the bgt 
states, as in Virginia and Maryland, the loathsonye practic 
rearing human bein for the markets is resorted to; isons ahs 
slightest regard to decency or shame. a eee 
he'deep conviction of religious duty that prompted the friends 
of the slaves in the British colonies to seek and to secure their 
freedom, should‘impel them to similar zeal and exertion, in the 
use of every moral, religious, and Poe means, to attain the 
same end in every part of the world, for those who are still held 
in bondage. Slavery, wherever it exists, is the same moral deformity, 
the same crime before God ; and ought to be viewed with detesta- 
tion, and reprobated with boldness, by every one who professes 
act on Christian principles, ; Sie 
To the accomplishment of this Ee Work, the Christian women 
of sa are now summoned. Will they not answer the 
If “It were injurious to their well-earned i 3 eae Wo 
their. principles, and to their t pie to question the course t y 
will pursue. Africa, ravished of her children, will not  stretel ; 
r oe ip nia Ht pe a “e he paihng j 
very, and her da rom the hands of the s . 4 
On eta ya 
lead to exertion ; and cheered by the. _promisés pe. ani- a 
mated by the glorious results 0 pert labours m the same sacred 
cause, they will devote themselves to the uffer extinction of 
slavery and the slave-trade throughout the world... | } 
The British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society wish to become a 
the mouth-piece of their suffering and enslave fellow-creatures i 
over the whole earth. It will therefore seek to unfold the | 
} 
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secrets of every prison-house to the light of day, and to give loud j 
utterance to the groans of the captive negro, whether lashed to his ern | 
task under the scorching rays of a tropical sun, or chained to ae 
labour in the abysses of a Brazilian mine. Let it not be said, that, 

because the work is great and difficult, it is either h 3 or : 
impracticable. Already there are cheering indications, that the ; 
principles on which the universal abolition of slavery and the * 
slave-trade, is sought by this society are making rapid progress. me | 
Truth is‘achieving its victory over error—righteousness over ini- i. 
quity—and liberty over nave In the blaze of light now poured - : 
on. this subject, the slave-holder sees the doom of the atrocious : 
system. which he sustains, and himself revealed as the enemy both gee 
of God and of man. The indignant reprobation of the civilized “gee 
world is uttered no less against the man that buys and holds a j 
slave, than against him that steals one. But, though the final 

triumph of the cause to which the society is devoted were mer 

the duty of promoting it is immediate and imperative. The dif- 
fusion, therefore, of its principles—the recognition of its ‘claims— 


warmly commended to the women of England, in the confident 











Mr pgar Sir,—Presuming that the suggestions alluded to in 
Times of yesterday, fie" effectually putting down the slave- 
trade at Cube and Co Jon by a propo : oder 
wer on the Courts of mix: n there, 
te from our recent work entitled “Travels in the West,” 
am pate by the committee of the British and Foreign Anti- 
Slavery Societ pin a to solicit the favour of your fur- 
ing them, for publication, with the particulars of the:ph i 
fa in yor . for this — purpose. I am, 
t, your's respectfully TH. t 5 Sec 





D, Turnbull, Esq., &c. &c. | : 





the development of its plans—and the increase of its funds, is | 
expectation that they will cheerfully exert themselyes in support ; 


of a cause dear to humanity, to justice, and to religion. i 
SUPPRESSION OF THE SLAVE-TRADE, be ‘ 
27, New Broad-street, 18th March, 1840. 24 
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From the Times of Tuesday, March 17th, 1840. 
MONEY MARKET AND CITY INTELLIGENCE. 







wt eh oY OL € pitinds ing. / 

Suggestions of a noth ak lalpbtdud InSedlaed nan soe. 
to the go for the purpose of effectually putting down 
the slave-trade in those countries where it is pl 4° , in spite 
of all the @bligations of tredtics. Refetrir d Rio de 
J gtr nart ere this avomsmnabh é : chief prevails 
at ; power on the courts 


Ss : : a n 
of mixed commission sitting there, y Songer | them to enforce 
the law of the country in which y ait, y declaring any 
labourer not to be a native creole, but introduced into the country 
in violation of law and treaty ; also that the onus of proving a 
lawful dominion over the slave should be thrown on the party 
claiming it ; that there should be, in fact, a legal presumption in 
favour of freedom. Some po ng | may be anticipated in distin- 

it Sitbeel be tn train oe pat thes suestions, 
‘it © originate 
that the difference between them is so strongly marked that the 
mere presentation of the individual in court, without any evidence 
of the place of his birth, would, in most cases, be sufficient to 
determine his condition. 

This object, however, it is clear, can only be obtained with the 
concurrence of the Spanish | leben ee which must be, under all 
eircumstan a matter of very delicate negotiation; but it is 
thought ca of accomplishment, if proper] resented at 
that court. If a willingness to assist in it is the course 
Son would be to draw the eg asia all the importations of 

ves previously to conferring this new power on the mixed 
commissions. Phis would create an interest on the part of the 
planters new supplies of slaves, which would lessen the 
value of their stock ; and it is conceived that if only one-half of 
those that arrived were set at liberty under this new 
it would so far deter purchasers as to destroy the market, and put 
an end to the future importations, 

All suggestions of this nature are entitled to a dm wap hearing 
with the — and this, whatever practical difficulties may beset 
it, is y at least of a trial. 





London, 20th.March, 1840. 
My pear Srr,—I was duly favoured with 2 tyne letter of the 18th, 
in which, on the part of the committee our excellent, insti- 
tu ‘ou do me the honour to desire that I should furnish you 

ation, with the particulars of the plan I have conceiv 

for the ve, gro of the African slave-trade. 

The only pesos Yourpeyn ay Ses an immediate compliance 
with your request, consisted e ten days I had 
the honour of Lord t i 


to receive the directions iscount Palmerston, 
to prepare a similar statement for the use of her Majesty’s govern- 
ment. Most anxious to emulate the approved zeal of your society 


in this branch of your philanthropic I lost no time i 
laying our letter before the able vhudiidis ioe, oe in expressing " : 
raship how desirous I was to comply with the request con- 


lo 
tained in it; but, as the statement I should have to prepare for 
you, alt different in form, must in substance be almost 
id the paper I had so lately submitted to the consi- 


m of the government, I felt that there might possibly be 
motives ene convenience for suspending such a publication 
as that w. your letter contemplates, some government 
decision had been taken on the subject. 

It is with the liveliest satisfaction, however, that I am now 
enabled to acquaint you, that lord Palmerston has consented in 
the kindest manner to reliev e me from the restraint under which 
I felt myself placed, assuring me that he sees no reason for with- 
holding from you, or from the public, the particulars, which, 
without further preface, I have now the honour of laying before 
you. ag ah eae 

' From the great and increasing amount of the African trade, the 
evils of. Whidk have only been aggravated by the various a in ts 
that have hitherto been made to restrain it, I submit I am entitled 
te Sapeie that the true principle on which an effective measure 
of abolition should be based has not yet been disclosed. I will not 
assert the plan T am now to bring forward is free from all 

iculty, but I confidently maintain that there is no difficult 
ittending it. which cannot be easily surmounted, if the goyern- 
ment will consent to apply to it the mere moral force at its 


The lever with which I propose to overthrow this colossal 
grievance, is to be found among the simplest elements of econo- 
mical science. It is by cutting off the nd for victims that 
the supply is to be suppressed. It is by making the purchaser and 
possessor of an African slave insecure in the enjoyment of his 
unlawful acquisition, that he is to be deterred oan paying the 
price. It is by demonstrating to the slave-dealer that imported 
ee aa yh bos maaskeigible.. commodity, and by that 
yrocess alone, t e W. illi a on atrade whi 
oon | to be prastahle. ; nes eer 

e consumers 0 ves, are i i 
ii African slaves, the empire of Brazil, 


0 ih fepeneepeies at Bheity, 3 
¢ inhabitants of the Brazilian empire begin. to be 
the imminent Sanger to which they will expose them- 
iptbey persevere muc somere 3 rau to the. dispropor- 
be oh population, by the toleration of the. 
Pea eetrade. With | the example of St. rue before. 
WANE Pave #, reasonable guarantee of the sincerity of the 


5 












professions of his Imperial Majesty’s government, in favour of a 
system of absolute su ion. 


penteoces, "Spa if uy 4 o colonial de- 
- in ate colou tions 
‘of the population are nearly atenced in numerical sinengts, In 


Porto Rico, the negros are far out-numbered by the inhabitants 


3 both.islands, but « ielly in C 
cna ire for independ f late fears fen _— 
i ion, Py the intole emof the fiseal exactions, 
which have been levied for the p of defraying the charges 
of a war in another hemisphere, in which they feel no interest, 

It is in consequence of this state of things, tha‘ the sincerity of 
the professions of the government of her Catholic Majesty, on the 
subject of the suppression of the slave-trade, is liable to reasonable 
suspicion. The planters of Cuba and Porto Rico, wherever their 
| estates are fully and, properly peopled with a just proportion be- 

“tween the sexes, in place of desi the continuance of the slave- 
trade, havea direct and obvious interest in its ae 

the neighbouring continent of North Ameeis within two days’ 
sail of the Havana, the av value of a field-slave is at least a 
thousand dollars. In Cuba, the effect of the competition of the 
slave-dealers with each other is to reduce the value of an im- 
ported African to less than the third-part of that amount. 

The high price of slaves in those states of North America which 
adjoin the Gait of Mexico is still maintained, in spite of the 
well-known fact, that, in the ——— districts of Maryland and 
Virginia, the negro ion is found to increase in a duplicate 
ratio, as compared with the inhabitants of those — of Euro- 
pean descent. The planters of Cuba are aware that the n 
population of Virginia has long been doubling itself every twelve 
years and-a-half, while the white inhabitants require twenty-five 
years to accomplish the process of duplication. 

There is nothing in the climate of Cuba to prevent a similar 
rate of increase of the negros. There is nothing, in short, but 
the Ben rg of labour, arising from the toleration of the African 
trade, which prevents the proprietors of old plantations in Cuba 
from throwing themselves with confidence on the principle of 
propagation. 

ere I would desire respectfully to guard myself against the 
supposition of my being the apologist of slavery, under any cir- 
or with any degree of modification. My present 
business is to deal with the African slave-trade, and to suggest a 
practicable mode of accomplishing its suppression. In the proper 
= proper period, I do not despair of being able to 
emonstrate, that, by a resort to sound principles, the practice of 
slavery itself may be rooted out, in those very countries whose 
—— and political institutions are now so intimately blended 
with it. 

I haye not in this conflict, without endeavouring to 
measure the st of the adversaries with whom I shall have 
to contend. Of these I perceive there are several classes :— 
is balding sack cate of dont-ecliigy tippers, is cnmstaing- them 

ing and outfit o c in manning 
with their ruffian crews, in loading them with their cargoes of 
rum or gunpowder, and in devo’ himself to the study of 
international treaties and preventive laws for the sole purpose of 
evading them, is not by any means to be ed as a very for- 
midable antagonist. The terms “coward” and “ capitalist” 
were never more truly convertible than in the person of the 
trafficker in slaves. He may hire the bands of ru and out- 
casts to hazard their lives in his service ; but his money he will 
not peril without the assurance of a profitable return. That 
object he finds the means of accomplishing, either by spreading 
the risk over a sufficient number of separate adventures, or by 
abandoning a n of the gain he contemplates, in the shape of 
premiums of insurance to joint stock companies or private 
vriters. 


Another class of opponents will be found among the ministerial 
and judicial servants of the Spanish government. _ Their superiors 


in the mother country have sagenionel y made it the interest of a 
great number of these public functionaries to evade the execution 
of the laws, and to convert that evasion into a fruitful source of 
er the better to secure the retention of the island in her 

tholic Majesty’s. ence. Inasmuch, however, as the 
existence of the court of mixed commission at the Havana, with 


Y | all its acknowledged imperfections, has had the effect, during the 


twenty years elapsed since its creation, of disappointing the 
cupidity of those venal functionaries to a very considerable extent, 
I see no reason to doubt that, with the er machinery I 
propose to introduce, this iniquitous source of profit will be com- 
pletely dried up and extinguished. 

entering on. the specification of the nature of this 
machinery, it may not be inconvenient to indicate the first and 
pa a step of the process which I propose should be 
followed. : 

It is asserted by many of our most eminent philanthropists, 
that, according to the spirit of our existing treaties with Spain. we 
are a os demand the instant reer seer es individual 
consigned to slavery, in an of the i encies, since 
the date of the fisst of ¢ ace To this argumentfit 
would not be easy to offer a satisfactory reply. For the present, 
however, I am content to cut off the source of future importation, 
| and» to. leave this an open question to be agitated by others. 


Should my humble a ever entitled to share in the decision, 

Ltrust I-need not say with what:cordiality I would give it in the 

; affirmative. Sivisd Dik seis die : 

| Let us not embarrass ourselves however, with too much work 
e680 03 
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at atime. The most convenient moment for discussing’ this 
separate question will be after the channels of naps shall 
have been cut off, and after the enormous masses of capital at this 


moment engaged in the trade to Africa shall have been finally 
a ey to find their due level in the great money markets of 
thé world. 


According to the views IT am now to submit to your society, the 
courts of mixed commission at ‘the Havana and Rio de Janeiro, 
which under the operation of existing treaties have gradually 
been sinking into a state of listless inactivity, will at once be 
raised to a degree of efficiency and vigour, which they have not 

at any period of their existence. 

The plan I have conceived is, by the negotiation of new conven- 
tions, or of additional clauses to existing treaties, to confer on 
these courts the power of enforcing the laws of the country in 
which they sit, by declaring that A, B, or C, the inmate of a 
barracoon, or a labourer on a plantation, is not a native creole, 
but has been introdueed into the country in violation of law and 
treaty. I am further to propose, that the onus of proving a law- 
ful dominion over the slave should be thrown on the party claim- 
ing it, that in short there should be a ei oe resumption in favour 
of freedom ; and I think there can be the less objection to intro- 
duce and recognize this principle in the treaty 1 recommend for 
negotiation, inasmuch as I have been informed by the eminent 
Spanish juris-consults with whom I have advised on the subject, 
that the presumption of freedom, in the absence of proof to the 
contrary, is already the right of every inhabitant of her Catholic 
Majesty’s dominions. 

appily, however, for the interests of humanity, it is matter of 
notoriety, among Poona conversant with the subject, that a fresh 
imported or bozal n can, for many years after his arrival in 
America, be distinguished at a glance from the native creoles. 
The distinction is in fact so clear, that the mere presentation of 
the individual in court, without a word of evidence as to the place 
of his birth, would in most cases be sufficient to determine his 
condition. 

Should her Majesty’s government be induced to enter on such a 
negotiation, the true grounds and motives for the opposition to be 
expected from the government of her Catholic Majesty will not, 
in all probability, be openly avowed. It will never be admitted 
that a clandestine encouragement of the worst practices of the 
slave-trade is rendered necessary by a sort of political a Oe 
order to repress the aspirations of the creole saree of Cuba 
for that sort of independence which the other Spanish provinces 
of America have already achieved. 

Neither will it be pretended that the continuance of the slave- 
trade is necessary to the successful cultivation of the soil, in 
presence of the already alluded to, of the rapid increase of 
the negro population in the neighbouriug states of the North 
American Union. 

The ostensible ground of opposition will probably be confined 
to a pretended fear of discontent and insurrection on the part of 
those slaves who will not be entitled to a declaration of freedom 
in their favour, in consequence of the place of their birth, or the 
date of their introduction. Her Catholic Majesty’s government 
have constantly professed as ardent a desire as our own to concur 
in the measures of suppression already 5 ; and the fact is 
undeniable, that, in the ee: of being diminished or modified b 
any of the measures of restraint which have heretofore been 
resorted to, the evil is actually on the increase ; a position satis- 


factorily established by the progressive nature of the official 
returns of the amount of the slave population. 
The arguments that may be drawn a pretended fear of dis- 


content and insurrection, may be answered by the fact, that it is 
the wild and savage African alone whose removal we pro 

and that it is no part of our plan to disturb the condition of the 
comparatively civilized creole. It is, besides, by units, and not by 
cargoes, that the process of liberation wili take place ; so that the 
proceedings under the new treaty will be much less alarming in 
their general , or their individual amount, than those 
already sanctioned by existing conventions. 

As the shee gatas of the court of mixed commission, more- 
over, have hitherto conducted in strict conformity with the 
Spanish principle of closed doors, written pleadings, and secret 
deliberations, it might possibly be advisable to adhere to the esta- 
blished practice, inasmuch as the presence of a British prose- 
cutor, and one or more British judges, would afford a sufficient 
guarantee for their perfect regularity. The mere existence of the 
court for upwards of twenty years, in the course of which dis- 
cussions have frequently arisen affecting the freedom of entire 
cargoes of Africans, without producing a single practical evil, to 
give the captain-general, or the government, any substantial 
chance of complaint, 7. to me to afford a broad basis on 
which the demand for the enlargement of the powers of the court 
may be conveniently founded. The great advantage of proceed- 
ing by units, and aot by masses, is, that every i dividusl libera- 
tion would amount to the assertion of ‘a vital principle, without 
affording any reasonable pretext for apprehension or . 

It may not be easy to suggest any better expedient than that 
recognized by treaty, for the case of a difference of opinion be- 
tween the two commissary jad It is true, that, in doubtful 
cases, a decided leaning has been observed on the of the 
Spanish members of the court towards the acquittal of the prizes 
brought up for condemnation ; and there may, therefore, be some 
reason to ar a CO disposition, to resist the 
liberation of the negro clients of the British prosecutor, as often 








as a sufficient ‘air of doubt can be thrown over the case to justify 
the hesitation of the Spanish commissary judge. 
On the worst su tion’ th tar to conceive, the 
itrator would be resorted 
on. 


diawing of ‘lots for the choice of the 
to in every case, without a single exceptic | 

The practice of the sh judges, however indefensible in 
many particular instances, has n yet been carried to this sys- 
tematic extreme, and, in fairness, it cannot be said there is any 
just reason to anticipate such an unheard of design of ty 
for the future. But, suppose fora moment that the S j 
and the Spanish arbitrator were to be for ever deaf to the calls of 
duty, and the evidence of fact, it results from the doctrine 
of chances, which, when applied to thousands of cases, becomes 
infallible, that one-half of the whole of those to be thus presented 
to the mixed court for adjudication would be decided in favour 
of the liberty of the slave. Now the systematic liberation of one- 
half only of the future importations would be ly sufficient 
to prevent. the planter from paying a remunerating price to the 
dealer or importer, and hence it is demonstrated that the system 
I propose must be ratat to the trade. 

Objections of a dilatory nature may of course be e on the 
part of her Catholic Majesty’s ministers, at the outset of the nego- 
tiation. The necessity or convenience of consulting the gover- 


nors or captains-general of their Transatlantic possessions, will 
probably be u as a reason for withholding their immediate 


assent to a proposition which is calculated to affect the future 
interests and prosperity of the Spanish West India colonies. To 
render this pretence unavailing, I am strongly of opinion that the 
ast and future importation of slaves into these colonies should 
separated from each other by a broad line of distinction ; and 
that the object of the proposed negotiation should be exclusively 
confined to the ease of future Be 7 pip The most convenient 
terminus a quo would probably be the date of the first official note 
of the British anthemnaee, directing the attention of her Catholic 


meletys government to the ere. 
ere it consistent with the duties or the dignity of a cabinet 
minister to undertake such a mission, I have alread y> 


suggested, that the well-earned popularity of the tae Privy Seal 
with the Spanish nation would convert, in wrreoan +e hands, a 
tedious intoan instantaneous operation. Before his] p’s arrival 
the mind of the people might be prepared for his reception, 
through the medium of the Peninsular press. His a 
in Madrid would become a sort of trium entry, and the great 
and interesting object of his embassy would be accomplished under 
the influence of the first burst of national enthusiasm. In hazard- 
ing this prediction, I have not spoken without some knowledge of 
the Spanish character, nor without an intimate personal acquaint- 
ance with the machinery of the Peninsular press. It was my 
fortune to be a resident at Madrid during the period of the nego- 
tiation of the treaty of 1835. 

Before closing this , L entreat the attention of the society, 
to a few of the co advantages, which are destined to result 
from the adoption of my plan. 

1st. The whole of the naval force, so unprofitably, so injuriously 
employed in the ineffectual blockade of a whole continent on one 
side, and of two ace islands and a vast empize on the other, would 
be liberated from duties involving great loss of human life, and a 


ry | hea wae to the state, without any corresponding benefit in 
the thao honour or profit ; and would either be rendered dis- 


posable for services more useful to the country, or would produce 
a ——— saving of the national expenditure. 
2nd. The commercial interests of this cou are ly in- 
jured by the toleration of a trade, with the of. a her 
jesty’s subjects refuse to pollute themselves. The honour of 
her Majesty’s crown is grieviously tarnished by the habitual dis- 
regard of the solemn treaties, which her Majesty, and her royal 
predecessors, have concluded and ratified for its suppression. These 
interests will be protected, that honour will be saved, by the adop- 
tion of a sound of abolition. 
3rd. In the department of foreign affairs, a vast amount of 
— would be saved to the princi 
ering it unnecessary to continue egotia- 
tions t out the civilized world, the object of which is to 
create a universal league for the suppression of the slave-trade. 
The unprofitable labour of our foreign embassies and legations, 
would equally be spared, and a similar saving would be effected 
in the colonial department of the government. ; 
_ 4th. — — of our treage -7 = Spain a greatly 
improved. suppression 0: ve-trade, progres- 
pre civilization of M e creole to the total exclusion of 
savage Africans, would liberate the part of the ov 
rrisons of the Havana, and of the outports of Cuba and Porto 
ico, and would thus go far to enable the pas oman 8 8 
to satisfy their foreign creditors. If any : ¥ pre- 
sented itself in the course of iation, I submit that the incal- 
culable importance of the object would justify the government, 
either in threatening, on the one hand, to and n 
the independence of Cuba, in case of refusal ; or in ng, 
pte sto as the price Lape we a — se a 
fr ale n, to secure the mother the possession 0 
this valuable ney, as long as it remained practically free 
from the stain of slave-trading. ee 


Sth. The existing differences with Portugal, our ancient ally, 
arising out of the i + of our slave-trade treaties, 


be adjusted in the simplest and most satisfactory manner, by the 
total extinction of the original cause of quarrel. . 
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Gth. A fruitful source. of discord with the United States of 
America would likewise bei sainenipemts tyr the peaceful mode 
of suppression I am now receenineenayag law of last session 
with reference to. Portugal is evidently destined to throw the 
whole of the carrying trade in slaves, directly or indirectly, into 
the hands of the Americans.: The dissensions which are sure to 
arise out of this state of things will serve to embitter the Boun- 
dary Question, uniting the inhabitants of the Southern States and 
the Atlantic cities with. the belligerents of Maine and the manu- 
facturing interests of New England, in the no longer latent desire 
of an open rupture with Great Britain. 
thi Pak griwers of inter-tropical produce, who rely exclusivel 
on free labour for the cultivation of the soil, will derive a benefit 
from the equalisation of expenditure, arising from the introduction 
of any efficient system of slave-trade suppression, so vast and so 
ortant, that 1 shall leave it to he estimated by the members of 
that powerful influential body, whose interests are now happily 
ble as well as reconciled, with the cause of African freedom. 
It is one of the most cheering characteristics of the plan I am now 
submitting to your society, that it challenges no controversy, but, 
on thecontrary,:is perfectly compatible with every other project 
that has ‘yet been presented, While it annihilates the profits of 
the dealer, and ameliorates the condition of the slave, it conferz a 
‘just reward on those colonies’ and countries who have volunteered 
or consented to substitute wages for the lash, and to trust entirely 
for the future to the labour of free men. 
8th. But the crowning advantage to arise from the peaceful 
solution of this questio vexata, ought rather to be regarded as 
direct than collateral, The introduction into the interior of 
Africa of habits of pesce and order, Christianity and civilization, 
will be the inevitable result, of suppression. A taste for foreign 
Ivxuries is already implanted in the, mind of the native African. 
To obtain the enjoyment of them he resorts to war and rapine, 
to the caption-and sale of his fellow-creatures. The taste will 
remain after the medium of exchange has lost its value. The 
arts of peace will take the Fs of deeds of violence, and the 
Ahumanizing influence of lawful commerce will follow in the steps 
of the man-stealer. : 
__. For several years to. come, the courts of mixed commission will 
haye, abundance of cmployment. The. receiving ships in the 
various stations will present an interesting spectacle ; and the 
.superintendants. of liberated Bozals will have an important, duty 
to, mn, in devertaaning. between the competing claims of Tri- 
ni Guiana, and the other West India colonies, for the large 
amount of voluntary. labour which they will in some sort have 
at their disposal, according to the advantages that may be offered 
in the rate of wages or allowances, or in the shortness of the term 
of service. These colonies:will find it their interest to have accre- 
dited agents in constant readiness at the seat of each of the mixed 
commission courts. The effect of their competition with each 
other can only be favourable to the interests of the unfortunate 
Africans ; and the tendency of the previous struggle of the super- 
intendant, in his capacity of prosecutor or protector, will be to 
cinepare perpen it all: the generous feelings of a champion, a guar- 
. «An Jaying-a statement in all respects similar to the above before 
the government, of the country, I felt that I discharged my mind 
of the high responsibility which had never ceased to press on it, 


. from. the moment that.my views on the wubiest had reached a 
i 


reasonable degree of maturity. That responsibility I respectfully 
transferred to her Majesty ¢ aniniaters, and with A the immortal 
honour of accomplishing the extinction of “ the greatest practical 
evil that ever afflicted mankind.” ' 

_. Confident of the high ground on which I stood, I ventured to 
conclude. my address with the following appeal to the noble 
‘Secretary for forcign affairs :-— 

». © The.British minister who shall accomplish an object which 
utes erigape She attention of statesmen and philanthropists, for 
the last half century, defeating the ingenuity of the one, and 
disappointing .the zeal of the other, will be hailed by his contem- 
porate as a benefactor to his race, and will send down his name 
with . ‘to the latest erity.. The British Minister who 

jctonss? tly reject, the practicable. remedy that has ever 

_ been brought forward, if its soundness should afterwards be de- 
monstrated,. would not only throw away the wreath prepared for 
his ayceptanee, but. would justly expose himself to the most 
serious reproach.” zt a 
“Tt was: ugh the instrumentality of such means as are now 
at the disposal of your admirable institution, that the evils and 
the injustice of slavery in the British West Indies were so effec- 

pressed on the attention of. the legislature.and the govern- 
ment, as, to determine the,enactment of the great measure of 


.-» Lteis-by: the. active exercise of the same benignant influence that 
I hope to. see our government induced to put forth the moral 
energies.of this great nation in the manner I have ventured to 
-recommend, and so to accomplish the extension of a social evil of 





»<oIn the forego ‘pages I have endeavoured to condense the facts 


and the. which. are to be found so much. in detail in the 
work to which you haye been good enough to allude, The coun- 
tenance of your society, commands of the government, the 


approbation yi several distinguished members of both houses of 


: growing force of public opinion, and the concurrent 
voice of the press, have all afforded me the-greatest comfort and 


aan whe. ence nd ii hla T iat Paihia 


encouragement in reasoning on this subject, and each, in its way, 
‘has materially pale very to stre mn a conviction already 
formed of the soundness of this system of suppression, which first 
presented itself to my mind when I found myself surrounded by 
the scenes of hopeless wretchedness the slave-trade has produced, 
It istby a gteat popular impulse in this country that her Majesty’s 
gove will be moved to enter seriously on the negotiation 
proposed, It is by the force of a similar impulse in the Peninsula 
that the Spanish government will be compelled to yield to the 
demands of justice and ema 

I remain with great truth and regard, my dear Sir, your’s most 

tfully and sincerely, 


. H. Tredgold, Esq., &c. &c. D. TurnButt. 





MAURITIUS, 


Tue following important and authentic document in relation to 
this colony have just been received by the Anti-slavery Com- 


mittee. 
PREPARATIONS FOR FREEDOM. 


The act of parliament dated August 28th, 1833, (3 and 4 
W.IV. cap. “3) began to take effect at Mauritius, February 
Ist, 1835. Since that period ordinances relative to the apprentices 
have been d from time to time by the legislative council. 
Some of these ordinances have been mr HAE by the home 
government, and others have been abrogated by the total emanci- 
ation of the predial labourers ; but while those ordinances have 
n abrogated by the benevolent provisions of the emancipation 
act, those provisions themselves have been rendered in a great degree 
nugatory, by certain articles in an ordinance passed by the legisla- 
tive council, August 14th, 1838. (Ord. No. 6, 1838.)- By this ordi- 
nance, a vagrant law of the most oppressive character is established. 
According to the royal instructions of August, 1831, by which the 
legislative council was appointed, it is provided in art. 31, that no 
act or ordinance passed by that council is to have effect till ratified 
by the home government ; but this regulation is virtually nullified 
by the qualifying clause, “except only in cases where delay might 
roduce embarrassment,” &c. (“ Excepte seulement dans lecas 
es ordonnances dans lesquels le delai necessaire pour’ communii- 
quer prealablement avec nous produrait des consequences serieuse- 
ment nuisibles ou embarassantes.”) In the present instance the 
council has availed itself of this ¢xception, and it is stated that 
the present ordinance shall have effect from the day of its publica- 
tion, and shall be in force for five years, reckoning from that date, 
or until the pleasure of her Majesty be made known. In this 
ordinance it. is enacted that vagrancy is a misdemeanour, that the 
law visits the offence with correctional punishment, viz. :— 

Ist.—Imprisonment, with or without labour. __. 

agenesis for a term from certain civic, civil, or family 
rights. . 

5rd.—Fine, . (V. Ord. vi. art. 192.) 

Vagrants are defined to be those who have no fixed domicile, 
nor any means of subsisteuce, and who, being able to labour, do not 
habitually work at any trade or profession. Art. 193.4 Vagrants 
legally declared to be such shall, on that account alone, be 
punished, by imprisonment, not exceeding six months. Art. 196. 
Any beggar or vagrant who shall be found to, have in his posses- 
sion one or more articles of a. greater value than one pound ster- 
ling, and who shall not. show: satisfactorily in what manner such 
article or articles have come into his possession, shall be punished 
by imprisonment. Art, 200, Any beggar or v. t, who shall 
have used any violence whatever against any individual, shall be 
punished by imprisonment, Art. 201, In order.to give full effect 
to this most oppressive v: t law, a law which, bears in fact 
exclusively on, the emancipated, apprentices. and Indians, the 
legislative council has just passed an ordinance, providing for the 
protection of the sugar plantations from i parce appoint- 
ing a body (gardes. champetres) from which each proprietor may 
have two men on his estate, on condition of paying fifteen piastres. 
or three pounds sterling, per month. ‘These men, chiefly if not 
altogether creoles, wear the same uniform:and carry the same arms 
as the policeman, and, living on the plantations and, being supported 
by. the proprictors, will form in fact a part of their establishment, 
aod wil be entirely under their direction, - j 

This arrangement cannot fail of putting a fearful power into the 
hands of the planters against the labouring classes... Every pas- 
senger over or in the neighbourhocd of an estate is in danger of 
being imprisoned, unless he prefer the alternative of hiring him- 
self to the proprictor on such terms as_may be proposed to him. 
Nothing could be more uncalled for than this ordinance, as depre- 
dations were never less common than they are at. present, and 
existing laws are far more than sufficiently severe.for the protec- 
tion of rural Bre rty. The. heaviest penalties are-attac to 
tres an Mt rural police, independently _ of the. recently 
established gardes champetres, is always at-hand to enforce the 
law... In an ordinance passed. b ‘the legialative council, August, 
1838, for the purpose of ishing a penal code for the island of 
ig pled Togyoen that a gg ot gree pi shillings 
and. not exceeding four pounds, shall be aw: aageinnt any 
person who shall tl oe ground belonging to another person, 
or, shall enter upon. such ground, contrary to the will of the 
owner.” .Art.. 878. By the same.ordinance. it is: , that 








‘¢ whosoever shall cut. or out of the ground any grain, forage, 
fruit, . vegetable, or pa produce, knowing the same to 
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belong to another person shall be punished by imprisonment, not 
dnclen six months, and.a fine not camden twenty pounds.” 
Art, 356. The crime of destroying trees, &c., is punishable by 
one year’s imprisonment, and a fine of fifty pounds. Art. 455, 
If the tection of the plantations were the exclusive object 
which the planters had in yiew in urging at this critical. period an 
extraordinary interference of government, it is highly improbable 
that they would submit to give six pounds per month for that 
which they have always efficiently done by the service of their 
aged slaves, who could no longer be employed in fatiguing labour, 
but who were fully competent to act as watchmen. Such aged 
labourers are still to be found on every estate, and their services, at 
the trifling expence of daily food, would be fully adequate to the 
protection of the estates from petty depredations, the only kind 


of depredations which the planters haye any ground to fear. Is}. 


it politic, is it safe, in a British colony, to put swords and pistols into 
the hands of men pl to the service and under the imme- 
diate control of French planters! One cannot but be reminded of 
the policy of this same class of persons in the year 1832, when, 
under the pretence of pag from the blacks, they prevailed 
on the governor, Sir Charles Colville, to sanction the establish- 
ment of a volunteer corps; an armed force was consequentl 
raised under the sanction of the colonial government, by whi 
the power of that government was deficd, the dignity of the 
British arms peau, and the terms of an insurgent populace 
forced upon a British governor. 

The biacks regard the police with the greatest terror ;: nor jis it 
to be wondered at, as they have no.defence from their ferocious 
violence, and scarcely any refuge from their persecution.. If they 
attempt to settle themselves along the coast with the design of 
supporting themselves by fishing, they are driven thence on the 
plea of not having a license to fish, for which they must pay five 
shillings per month; if they apply to the commissary of police 
for a license, they are liable to delays and repulses, and are in the 
meantime exposed to the penalties of the vagrant act. Are they 
found on the highways! They may be seized as vagrants, and treated 
accordingly. Their only refuge is in mountains and forests 
inaccessible to their armed enemies, or in constrained service on 
the plantations. Thus the benevolent designs of the British 
gorcrnment, as indicated in the emancipation act, are in a great 
degree neutralized, and a great number of her Majesty’s subjects 
are driven into a state of terror, degradation, and want, without any 
proyieien whatever being made for their protection, improvement, 
or elevation. 


CONSTITUTION OF THE COURTS OF JUSTICE. 


The following is the last published list of the Members of the 
Court of Justice. 
COUR SUPREME. 

Chef Juge, L’ Hon. J. Wilson. £20,000. per ann. 

Vice President, L’Hon. J. V. Surtees. 1200. Be 

“Troisieme Juge, L’Hon. E. Romono. 1200. yy 

Juge pie wars pour les Assizes N.Geffny 400. og 
Days of Audience, Tuesday, Correctional Police. Thursdays, 
Fridays, and Saturdays, Civil and Commerce. There are four 
assizes in the year, besides extraordinary sessions. The days of 
sitting are fixed by the President. 

Parquet du Procureur and Avocat General. 


Proc. and Av. Gen. L’Hon S.D.Epinay, £1750. per ann. 
Substitut du Proce. Gen. E. A Williams, 810. ” 
Tribunal de Premiere Instance. 
President, L’Hon. B. Colin, £1200. 
Juge Suppleant, J. P. Lalonette, 650. 
Procureur de la Reine, ©. Desmaiais, 650. - 


Days of Audience. Monday, Civil; Tnesday, Commerce ; 
Wednesday, Civil and Auctions, (encheres) ; Friday and Satur- 
day, Correctional Police. 

There can be no doubt but that-the great Law Officers are 
appointed by the Home Government. 

he law of the colony is said to be the Code Napoleon, and 
a and ordinances as have been enacted or pub- 
lished from time to time by the colonial government. A code of 
penal law was published in August, 1838 ; it has not yet been 
approved by the home government, but, according to a declaration 
appended to the enactment, it is considered to have had effect 
from the day of its publication. The following articles in the 
penal code alluded to, may be given as illustrations of the spirit 
of Mauritius legislation :— 

“ Any minister of religion, or any person officiating as a 
preacher, who shall pronounce at any public assembly a dis- 
course containing wr | criticism or censnre upon the government, 
or upon any law, ordinance in council, or any other act of public 
authority, shall be punished by imprisonment.” Art. 140. 

“ Any writing or printing, published in any form whatever, 
in which any minister of religion, or any preacher, shall have 
presumed to criticise or censure either the government or any act 
of public authority, shall carry with it the punishment of impri- 
oo Art. 142. PS Ste 

Yy exposition or distribution of any song, pamphlet, print, 
or picture, contrary to good morals, or to: pablic . religious 
morality, shall subject the offender to afine not exceeding £50., 
and to imprisonment not exceeding one year.” Art. 206. 
ip nego Hyer having been thereunto authorized, 
by the police, shall act as crier or sticker of any print, writing, 
drawing, or engraving, even although bearing the name of the 





‘lof justice, especially in cases where political 


ing to its constitution, a 


author, printer, &e,, shall be punished by imprisonment, not. 
exceeding two months.”’ Art, 200... 6) 4.0%) thio od 
_* No association of more than fifteen, persons, of which the 
Bs a shall be to meet every day, or on fhxed days, for the con- 
sideration of any religious or political subject, can be formed unless 
with the sanction of government, and, under. such: conditions .as 
the public authority shall deem necessary to, bapose upon such 
society.” Art. 210, jm agte 
‘* Whosoever, in any manuscript or printed writing, published 
and circulated in any manner whatsoever, shall.instigate. to hatred 
or contempt of the. person of the Queen, or of the government of 
Her Majesty in Great Britain or in the.colony, Rs ann 
yd Hapemonment, and by a fine not exceeding £200,. sterling,” 
rt. 283. 965 ta oweens 
** Any person who, by word or gesture, shall commit, an, out- 
rage on the things used for religious worship, in the,place devoted 
to, or actually used for, wile religious worship, or upon.any 
minister of such religion whilst officiating as such, be, pu- 
nished by a fine, not exceeding £100, sterlimg ; and may moreover 
be condemned to imprisonment, not exceeding one year, . ‘Art. 185. 
«“ Any person publishing a Peet of any prosecution for out- 
rage or slander is to be punished by a fine; not exceeding, fifty 
pounds,” Art. 293. N. B.—The complaint; and the, judgment 
only are to be published, : bepes be. Bh pte pMd vs 
‘“* Medical men revealing secrets in connexion with their prac- 
tice are liable to imprisonment for six months, and a fine not 
exceeding fifty pounds sterling.” Art. 300... batt ie ‘ 
It is greatly to be lamented that in a colony. which has been 
thirty years in the possession of the British, the French 
should still be the language of the courts of judicature, and that 
to this day nothing available should be in progress toward the 
introduction of the English language, notwithstanding the ocea- 
sional notices which the colonial government has published in 
reference to the subject. Ais : 


CONSTITUTION OF THE. JURIES.- : 


Three assessors are associated with the judges of the supreme 
court in judgment of criminal cases, and their office is not simply 
to decidé as to the - or innocence of persons under trial, but 
also, together with the judges, to decide in reference to the punish- 
ment to be awarded. Persons eligible to serve as assessors are 
nominated by a body of men called notables, selected from the 
merchants, planters, and other ble inhabitants of the 
island, The nine districts (quartiers) ‘into which the colony is 
divided furnish the following proportion of notables. ; 


Port Louis . . .. Grand Port . yt age 
eve! ona, mi ie me Saveine 6 
Riviere du Remparl . 6 © Riviere Noixe . J. 6 
Fine ee Plaines Wilhems . . 5 
Moka 6 Total 70 


These persons are appointed for life, or at Yoo of the 
governor, and vacancies caused by death or otherwise'are su 
from time to time by government proclamation. One’ prineipé 
duty of this body of men is to nominate annually a hundr 
ns as eligible to serve as assessors ; for ‘this’ purpose they 
assemble at government house according to proclamation, a 
with four official gentlemen ‘appointed thereto by governn 
The following is the form of a proclamation by which a meeting 
of the notables was convened for this p , January 9th, 18638 :— 
“ Whereas it is necessary to convene the notables of this colony, 
for the purpose of preparing the list of persons eligible t6 serve 
as assessors for the year 1838, and whereas it is provided by Jaw, 
and has been the practice to insert the names of some public offi- 
cers among the electors, his- Excellency the governor on, 
directs, that the notables nominated Freer 9 of the 
November, 1833, and subsequently, 1 meet and assemble at 
Government House, in the town of Port eee as BO Po gare: 
the 24th inst., at ten o’clock, for the purpose of preparing the & 
list of ms eligible to serve as assessors for the ‘pre: yer. 
And his Excellency has further been pleased to appoint the Hon. 
E. A. Draper, ., treasurer and ne general, Ti'S. 
Celsey, Esq., assistant auditor-ge ; James: vland, © 
chief clerk in’ the internal revenue department, and © 
O’Brien, Esq., assistant civil engineer and’ surveyor-gen 
the public officers to ‘serve as rs with: the said notables ‘ 
this occasion,” &c. &e. &c. The notables themselves asaya 







form a large proportion of the persons nominated ‘as assessors. 
prisoner may object thrice to one or more of the assessors nomi- 
nated to sit on his trial, but he is obliged to submit to tlie fourth 
nomination. Persons of colour are eligible to act as assessors.’ ° 

It would be su ous to make any observation in reference 
to the inadequacy of this institution for every practical: 
involved. The body of assessors is altogether a creation of govern- 
ment, and must in the nature of things be expected to ‘act accord- 
constitution necessarily hostile to the 
liberty of the subject in all cases of collison with any departm 
of the colonial government. It is doubtful, however, whether the 
existing character of society at Mauritius would warrant the 
introduction of a more independent institution of jurors. 

CONSTITUTION OF THE LEGISLATURE, 

The executive council of Mauritius consists of his 





the governor, the second officer in command of the troops, the 
attorney-general, and the colonial secretary. fd vie 
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' The legislative council consists of fourteen members, besides the | counteracting the mischievous effects which may be looked for, 
governor, who is president, and has not only a vote in common | where public ‘officers fall under the demoralizing influence of any 
with the other members of council, but also.a casting vote in cases | peculiar forms, or any prevailin sition of society. Perha 
which ire it. Seven of the members of council are official, | nothing would be more efficient in this than that special 
and seven unofficial. in the instructions of such officers whic might tend to limit 


“The official members of council are—the chief judge, the 


attorney the ‘second officer in command, the treasurer, 
the co’ secretary, the collector of customs, and the auditor- 
general. 


' Pheunofficial members are selected from the principal merchants, 
planters, and other inhabitants of the island, and are appointed 

his excellency the governor, subject to the approbation of the 
home: t.. Vacancies occasioned by death or otherwise 
are supplied by a commission from the governor, subject to the 
approval of her Majesty’s government. 

Pnofficial members—M. M. B. Ducondray, Blyth, Arbuthnot, 
Mairre, Lucas, Pitot, Keenig. ; ‘ 

- Persons of colour are le as unofficial members of council. 
On a reeently occurring, a seat in council was offered to, 
and declined by a gentleman of colour. 

The legislative council was established in 1832, according to the 
royal instructions transmitted to Sir Charles Colville, on his being 
inted governor of the Isle of France. In the 14th article of 
instructions, it. is provided that no law or ordinance shall 

be ee any question discussed, which shall not have been 
proposed by the governor The circumstance of many of the 
members of the council being intimately connected with and 
interested in the sugar plantations, cannot but have a prejudicial 
influence in reference to the labouring classes, an influence but 
too distinctly marked in almost every colonial enactment in which 
the contending claims of proprietors and labourers are concerned. 


LOCAL MAGISTRACY. 


In each district (quartier) of the colony there are a civil and 

lice commissioner, (commissaire civil and de Police,) enjoying a 
salary of £171 perannum,a deputy civil commissioner and eo meme 
of canteens, (suppleant commissaire and inspecteur des ugil ives,) 
at a salary of ng 1 peepee and two special justices, eac 
having a salary of r annum—excepting the districts of 
Plaines, Wilhems, and Moka, at each of which pes there is but 


one ce. 
The civil and police commissioners are for the most lanters, 
and their office 4a to take cognizance of vi grr oh pe 
in their respective distri excepting uestions arising between 
proprietors and labo -these fall under the jurisdiction of the 
special justices, The first class of magistrates here mentioned are 
appointed by the colonial government, the special justices by the 
home government ; appointments to the special magistracy made 
by colonial government are subject to the approval of her 
jesty’s government. There exists no re 
persons, of colour are declared to be ineligible to the rr Magee 
such a regulation is prohibited by the twenty-second article of the 
, above-mentioned royal instructions—% Et nous vous ordonnons 
et co a de de ne proposer ni approuver quelque 
coemeasice «i8.0n. sort par laquelle des mnes de naissance ou 
origine A fri ou Indienne pourraient étre assujétees ou soumises 
a nes exclusions ou restrictions auxquelles les personnes 
@origine Européene ne seraient pas egalement assujétees et 
soumises,” Inst. Royal, Art. 22nd. 
_It:is considered by many sensible persons to be a matter of 
that there should be different classes of magistrates for the 
classes of society in. the colony, now that all distinctions 
as tociviland political rights and privileges are professedly abolished. 
Besides, cases sometimes are so questionable in their nature, or so 
lex in. their form, as to render it doubtful to which class of 
they should be referred, or even to involve the neces- 


ws ery to both. Nea Harry 
Jew special magistrates have distinguished themselves 
by an unflinching readiness to protect and vindicate the oppressed, 
and have been honoured with unmeasured abuse from the colonial 
= and the unqualified hatred of the planters, who conceive 
“their interests — sera mt hemes A + at ag A But, 
f special magistrates enjo more the con 
eof th proprietors than that of the labourers. ty 
; ints have been made that it is no uncommon thing for 
the 2 pot hid consult their own advantage, by employing 
on} own account, wages pies to. which convicts fre 
ae by them. is is an evil of an enormous magni- 


tude, pre ng to the ersion of justice ; for it is obvious 
that the prisoner has li tle chance of ing roved innocent, when 
it is the judge’s interest to declare him guilty. : 
_ The creation. % an. upright and efficient magistrac 













y in a remote 







colony, debased by the very worst form ‘of slavery—slavery un- 
mitigated by liberal institutions, and without a free press, ~ an 
other . ing moral power, must ever be connected wit 


extreme difficulty. It is'a humiliating thought, that there are 
comparatively very few who escape the moral contagion, which 
sweeps with such, « 1g power through the various ranks of 
society 5 and.it is lamentable to see in how short a time. 
men who,,at home, have exhibited a high sense of honour, and 
an attachment, to liberal principles, learn.to sympathize with. 


colonial udices. and. prop ties, and. adjust their conduct 
aceordin, diy. ‘From the constitution of man, obs vannot but anti- 
: ‘a moral deterioration: ‘under ' circumstances calculated ‘to 


the worst‘principlés of haman nature; but it is’exeeed: 
ingly desirable that every'suitable measure should be ‘adopted for’ 


» 
s 


tion by which 


their discreti power to the exercise of which so much of the 
evils connected with colonial magistracy may be attributed. 


CONDUCT OF THE PROPRIETARY BODY, &c. 


It is to be lamented that proprietors should allow any consi- 
derations to prevent their duly estimating the importance of that 
conciliatory conduct towards their labourers, which is essential to 
the well-being of all ies. A notion operating very preju- 
cmap d in this regard is but too prevalent at Mauritius ; namely, 
that the emancipation of the slaves will prove but a temporary 
measure. It is conceived that slavery is necessary to the exist- 
ence of the colonies, and that, in the event of a war, the colonies 
will be found to be nec to the existence of the British Fm- 

ire ; it is concluded therefore, that, on the breaking out of the 

rst war in which the colonies may be involved, slavery will be 
re-established by the very government by which it was abolished. 
In confirmation of this opinion, an appeal is made to the history 
of the Isle of France. In 1794 an act was passed by the colonial 
government, professing to abolish the slave-trade. In 1796, com- 
missioners from the French republic arrived at the island, for the 
purpose of proclaiming the immediate emancipation of all the 
slaves ; but they were arrested in the government house, put 
on board the corvette Momeau, and sent back forthwith to 
France. This act of the colonial authorities does not appear to 
have been resented by the republican government ; but, in 1802, 
not only was slavery, but the slave-trade legally re-established in 
the French colonies to the East of the Cape of Good Hope, by the 
following despatch from the first consul of France. 

‘“* Au nom du peuple Francois, Bonaparte, premier consul, pro- 
clame loi de la os egg le décret suivant, rendu par le corps 
législatif le 30 floréal au X (20 mai 1802), conformement 4 la pro- 
position faite par le governement le 27 dudit mois, communiquée 
au tribunal le meme jour. 

“ Art. 1. Dans les colonies restituies a la France en execution 
du traité d’Amiens du 6 inal au X, l’esclavage sera maintenu 
conformement aux lois et reglemens anterieurs a 1798 

* 2.—Il en sera de meme dans les autres colonies Francaises 
au de 14 du Cap de Bonne Esperance. 

“ 3.—La tratté des noirs, et leur importation dans les dites colo- 
nies, auront lieu conformement aux reglemens existans avant la 
dite epoque de 1789. 

Signé) “ BonAPaRtTeE.” 

It may here be observed that the colonists are aware that the 
abolition of the slave-trade is comparatively of little consequence 
while slavery itself is allowed to exist. ays and means can 
aways be found for importing slaves into a slave colony, notwith- 
standing all the precautions which may be taken by the home 
government. General Hall, who had too much penetration not 
to see that the treaty formed with Radama for the abolition of 
the slave trade between and the Mauritius was little 
better than a hoax, and too high a sense of honour to make himself 
a to its continuance, assured a number of gentlemen who 
waited upon him in reference to that treaty, that, during the short 
period in which it was in force, not less than seventeen hundred 
slaves had been imported into the Isle of France from Madagascar. 

With regard to the power possessed by the proprietors for 
oppressing: their labourers, it is unquestionable that the existence 
of the vagrant law of August, 1838, not only secures to the 

roprietors every facility for, but also tends to perpetuate the 

isposition to oppression. There can be no doubt whatever that 
they can summarily dispossess the labourers of their dwellin 
and provision grounds, and also punish as trespassers their friends 
who may visit them, excepting in cases where specific engage- 
ments to the contrary are entered into, cases—which in all likeli 
hood will be of comparatively rare occurrence, so long as the pro- 
visions. of the tact are in force. Nothing less than the 
entire removal of servile disabilities from the labouring classes, 
and the equal enjoyment of civil and political rights, can ensure 
conciliatory measures from their employers. Those acts and 
habits of ‘Eindneas which tend to the happiness of society in 
general partake much more largely of the character of selfish- 
ness than many are disposed to allow. The law of kindness is, 
with the great mass of mankind, the law of necessity. Let slave 
proprietors be once convinced that conciliatory measures are 
necessary to secure their own interests, and they will soon prove 
themselves to have as much of the milk of human kindness in 
them as other men. 


PRISONS. 


In the report of the prison committee for 1837, mention is made 
of three prisons in Port Louis. 
: ‘Ast.—The prison of the court of justice. The prisoners here 
are‘such as have been convicted at the bar of the court of justice, 
persons awaiting their trial, and debtors. Convicts are employed 
at. the works of the citadel and the ‘new prison, also in breakin 
for macadamizing the public roads ; suchas are acquainte 
with any trade, or desirous of learning any, are at liberty to follow 
the same. In 1836, there were 245 persons received into this 
prison, and the mortality amounted:to' 23. In 1837, 372° were 
received, and the mortality was 84: Female ‘prisoners are kept 





apart from the male. It is a:matter of deep regret (the committee 
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remark) that, down to the present period, no religious instruction 
whatever should have been. afforded to the prisoners. A few 


betoneng to the protestant communion have occasionally been 
visited by a minister of that persuasion, but the + majority, 
professing the tenets of the church of Rome, are Geprived of 
consolations of religion, and are utterly without any spiritual 
assistance ; a circumstance mainly to be attributed to the very 
small and insufficient number of the catholic clergy, whose time 
is wholl enero in administering to the wants of the numerous 
population of port Louis, The committee have it in contempla- 
tion to recommend the appointment of a chaplain to the establish- 
ment. 

2nd.—The Bagne prison. The prisoners confined here are 
apprentices condemned by the special justices, and vagrant Indian 

bourers. The committee remark that the prison of the Bagne 
contains a floating population. Indians are confined here until 
claimed by their employers ; and the punishments awarded to the 
apprentices rarely exceed a few days or weeks. The establish- 
ment has more the character of a depét than that of a regular 

lace of incarceration. The number of persons imprisoned in the 
Begne in 1836 amounted to 5221; in 1837, the number was 
increased to 9090. The Committee observe, “ this difference is 
poncipety to be attributed to the numerous bodies of Indian 

bourers, who, owing to the want of a r a gees abandon 
the plantations ;”” they remark still further, that ‘ the greatest 
part of the Indians who are brought to this prison are afflicted 
with the itch.” It is to be regretted that the document from 
which these notices haye been taken makes no mention of the 
fact, that there are crowds of Indians constantly flocking into Port 
Louis, in order to lay before the authorities their complaints, and 
seek for redress of grievances ; and that such are the persons who 
form the vast majority of the “ floating population” of the 

e. 
rd.—The police prison is a temporary depét for seamen who 

have run from their eines 9 individuals mre of overt acts of 
fraud or violence, and persons under provisional arrest by order of 
the procureur de la Reine. 


e expense of feeding each prisoner is three pence per diem,» 


and that of clothing one pound sterling per annum. Convicts 
earn on an average ten pence per diem. e Committee propose 
to furnish macadam at two pence per load. In each district there 
is a lock-up house connecte with | the rural pies for the tem- 
porary correction or accommodation of the disorderly and com- 


plainers, 
POLICE. 

The following is taken from the last published statement of the 
police establishment, dated 1837. Since that time a tery lates 
addition has been made to the rural police, in order to i 
each proprietor with two policemen on his estate, at a salary of 
three pounds per month 3 man. 

Port Louis : population, 27,695 


Superintendant of police, perannum . . £1100 
Two clerks, £120 and £96 . ‘ " ‘i . 216 
Eight officers of police, united salaries ‘ 1224 
Commissary of Bort mE: 
Officer of police for the marine. sa 


Seven clerks of the vagranc department (commus 
chargés du marronage) ae MES s 6 35s. oe 
Four inspectors of canteens (guildives) "Rela ee 
Five brigadiers and 40 rt 
Pamplemousses: population, 13,694. 
Deputy, naled salaries . . 
Deputy additional* 
One brigadier, 7 guards, 3 chiefs of detachments* 
Riviere du Remparl: population, 9891. 
Commissary and assistant, united ies «= (ws EGE 
One brigadier and 7 guards* 
* _ Flacq: population, 11,293. 
Commi and assistant, united salaries . . £3651 
One brigadier and 7 guards* 
Grand Port: population, 8938. 
Commissary and assistant, united salaries . 
Inspector of canteens .  . ‘ 
Two brigadiers and 10 guards.* 
La Savane: population, 4325. 
COUN 6G ges tele tky 2 
Inspector . ; ‘ ° 3 ‘ ‘ 156 
Riviere Noire: population, 5594. 
Commissary and assistant, united salaries . . £303 
One brigadier and 7 ‘9 
Plaines Wilhems; population, 6656. 
Commissary and assistant, sala salaries . 
Moka, plantation, 2,621. 
Commissary and assistant 
Inspector 
One bri 
N.B.— 
Since the emanci 
have taken place 
Te See The fisheries protection act, prohibits any 
HE New Laws,—The fisheries p act, prohibi 
person from fishing in any of the riyers of the island, %ithece ho shell be 
the proprietor of the land_on both sides of the river; and, by the 
act, women convicted of vagrancy may be employed in the penal, gang, 


Commi £ 351 


. £243 
: : 120 


. £303. 


ier and seven 
e mark * signifies that the salary is not published. 
ion of the predial labourers, t ch 
the relative amount of population in 





| which has heen sent home by the 





and made to work in chains, on the public streets and high-ways ! 








~ TRINIDAD, IMMIGRATION—ORDER IN COUNCIL, 
Our readers are wars that thecounnil of ‘Peinidad have 
repared an ordinance for couragemen immigration 
: > hae yah ahitgind, with certain 
exceptions and modifications, appro by the government, in an 


order in council, ae ain daca cote danas This fact is the more 


important, because the order in council thus issued is intended to be 
8 model for other colonies on the subject of immigration, and has 
accordingly been sent out as such to British Guiana, the planters 
of which have been vexed by the disallowance of an ordinance 
which they had framed and sent home, with the same view as the 
Trinidadians. It becomes, therefore, of considerable moment to 
examine the document which is now before us. 
As it came out of the hands of its framers, the ordinance was 
truly West Indian and characteristic. It contemplated immigra- 
tion from all of the world, expressly mentioning the coast 
of Africa, both north and-south of Cape Palmas, and, under the 
denomination of places “ east of the Cape of Good Hope,” com- 
prehending India and Madagascar. It enacts nothing concerning the 
proportion of the sexes, so that the immigrants under the ordi- 
nance might have been absolutely all males. It enacts nothing 
concerning preparations to be made for their arrival ; so that there 
might have been thousands of helpless creatures on the shores of 
Trinidad, without home or shelter of any kind. But it does enact 
that to every appointment to be made under the ordinance the 
consent of the council should be necessary, thus ing the 
executive, and securing that e immigration agent shall be the 
creature of the planters. On all these points the order in council 
modifies the ordinance, in a manner which we shall notice 
presently. 
The most prominent feature of the order as it now stands, is 
the appointment of a class of gentlemen to be called immigration 
agents; one of whom is to be stationed at “every suchport or place 
as shall from time to time be selected’ as a point of emigration, 
while the principal of this body, under the designation of “agent- 
neral,”’ is to reside in Port of Spain, the chief town of Trinidad. 
These functionaries are, in the terms of the order, to give ample 
explanations to parties emigrating, and to see that their welfare and 
accommodation are secured in every particular. We are to see 
that they are not to be paid, as before, at the rate ofso much per head 
for the emigrants they obtain ; we are not told, however, how much 
they are to have for their labour, except that the agent-general is 
to have £100 a year, and the other agents such remuneration as 
to the governor, with consent of his council, “ may seem reason- 
able.” Now this arrangement is liable to most serious objections. 
First, with respect to the agent-general, even if he had an inde- 
pendent salary of £100 a-year, this would be by far too small to 
render him an ind ae ee) ee eee 
but his salary is e so small, on purpose e may epen- 
dent on the favour and rewards ‘of the planters. Secondly, vith 
t to the other agents this object isopenly pursued They ace 
to have nothing but what the planters please to give them ; so that 
every farthing of their remuneration depends, not upon their doing 
justice and showing fairness to the im ts, but upon giving 
satisfaction to their pay-masters. It must be obvious, that neither 
justice nor fairness could be expected from men so situated ; men 
who, if they would get any slary at all, must play the planters’ 
game. Besides this, however, al 
vides that the appointment of Bip ons t Belong to the ex- 
ecutive alone, the paying of them still requires the consent of the 
island council ; peg this really throws the appointment also into 
their hands. It must be futile for the governor to appoint persons 


whom the council will not pay. The entire body of a there- 
fore, will be colonists—persons imbued with the colonial ‘spirit, 


and ready to carry out the ters’ purposes—men well prepared 
to ceesenaie the frauds po 8 theix dependence will. furnish 
constant temptations. And, lastly, concerning this class of func- 
tionaries we have to observe, that they are neither required to 
give any guarantee for the faithful disc of their office, nor 
subjected to any penalties for a violation of their duty. Yet, their 
duties are of the first and most indispensable importance to the 
welfare of the immigrants, and are set outin a most imposing array 
of words, to deceive the mnrery the order, however, providing 
neither security for their fu ent, nor punishment for their 


neglect ! This is true colonial legislation. Here are men to be 


appointed under a profession of doing | to the immigrants ; 
but it is made directly their interest to play into the hands of the 


planters ; and, if they neglect, or even sacrifice the parties they 
are professedly appointed to protect, there are no means of 
punishing them for their crime ° i 

It cannot be said, however, that there are no parties of whom 
the punisliment is contem | in this order. The masters of 
vessels, if they shall wilfully violate the regulations, have the 
whip held over them ; but in a manner which evinces that it is not 
intended to strike. In the first gee the penalty is utterly 
inefficient. A. captain may break all and pl 
what pranks he pleases, for £20, or prrhepe for £5—for this is the 
whole penalty for misconduct of whatever kind, a fine, not less 
than £5, nor more than £20. Why, the profit which might be 
made by a. crowded and half-starved 0 of en ts, would 
afford a dozen such fines as these. Secondly, every against 
offending captains is to be heard and decided by planter magis- 
trates, whom the conviction e, och Sulpes, ign Sa reels 
“Hig be expected. . Thirdly. is no rson wl 0 ; ix 4 
it is made to prosecute 0 enders of this class. The nt-gener 
is not charged with it; and, as to the immigrants themselves 
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_ tains to escape. Instead of payment of the fine up 
conviction, it is left in their ¢ ion, without any limit, to fix 
:@ time when it shall be paid ; which time may be fixed, of course, 


80 as to release the party from any obligation to it at all. 
In addition to ices remarks, which show the ables absence of 


any available ion for the immigrants, it. may be observed 
por ip on the native peas: bey; that dhie ondine achénhe te 4c 
be paid for out of the general funds of the colony. To these all the 


inhabitants: are made to contribute ; but, in this case, they are 


lavishly to be expended for the benefit of a — It is the pro- 
prietors of gee: | who are to profit by immi > yet 
every peasant in the island is to pay his share: tow a scheme, 
which goes to his condition, and to restore his bonds. 

We now say a word concerning the modifications in the ordi- 
nance eff by the home government. They have, of course, 
disallowed that, part of it which relates to “the introduction of 
emigrants from any part of Africa ;” but they have not, we regret 
to say, extended the same protection to India and Madagascar. 
The governor, under instructions from England, inay, by procla- 
mation, sanction the renewal of the traffic in Hill Coolies, and the 
transportation of men from every part of the world, Africa alone 
excepted. This is evidently keeping the door open for a revival 
of the Coolie-trade ; and it cannot be long that the Gladstones 
and Co, will allow it to be a dead letter. 

» wo important clauses are introduced—the one directed to 
“ensure an equality in numbers between the male and female 
emigrants annually introduced” into Trinidad ; and the other, 
requiring that “ ogo and salubrious habitations should be ready 
to receive them on their arrival.” Of the design of these clauses 
‘we must, of course, in terms of strong commendation ; but 
we are constrained to add, that they are entirely wanting in 
executory power. With respect to the “ proper and salubrious 
habitati the governor is to declare, “by a publie notice,” 
what is meant by them; but no one is appointed to see that 
his notice is complied with ; nor does it appear how its not bein 
complied with is to prevent the arrival of emigrants in the island. 
Indeed, all which it seems to us can be —— a rege case, is to 
prevent emigrants going upon an estate, which, if they are ac- 
tually in the talands2 may just amount to keeping them in the 
streets. 


As little does it appear how the governor is to work the clause 
relating to the proportion of the sexes. No registry of emigrants 
is instituted for this purpose; nor any course prescribed in case of 
the excess of either sex. The clause is of great importance, 
however ; and we hope the re ag will not forget, that he is ab- 
solutely forbidden to give effect to the ordinance, “ except under 
such circumstances and precautions as shal/ ensure” the object in 
view. 

_ Finally, we observe with satisfaction that the order contains 
no clause respecting contracts for labour. Well will it be for 
nts who can take a little money with them, by help of 
which they may spend a few days in looking about them, and 

il ir occupation. Those who cannot do this, should 
make the shortest engagements they can—by the week, if 
possible. ? 


| Anti-Slavery Reporter, 
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THE GENERAL ANTI-SLAVERY CONFERENCE, 
Will commence its sittings at Freemasons’ Hall, London, on the 
12th of June, 1840. A book is prepared for entering the names 
and other particulars of the delegates who may be appointed by 
anti-slavery, bodies both at home and abroad. In a case of such 
singular interest and importance, the committee earnestly hope, 
and fully expect, that the friends of the cause in the United 
Kingdom will not be backward, either in the appointment of 
delegates, or in their’attendance as delegates when appointed. It 
is particularly requested that all anti-slavery bodies will send an 
immediate official notification of the appointments which may be 
made by them, addressed to J. H. Tredgold, Esq., at the office of 
the Anti-slavery Society, 27, New Broad Street, London. 


Lorp Jonx Ressetx has given notice that, on Friday next, he will 
move the insertion of the new clauses in the colonial passengers’ 
bill, on which the debate is to be taken respecting the exporta- 
tion of Coolies to Mauritius. All our friends, therefore, should 
be on the alert, and should execute by the next post whatever 
they have in hand, whether in the way of petitions to parliament, 
oF of er communication with their representatives.» : 

Tre friends’ of the Anti-slavery ‘cause of the gentler’ sex, will 
peruse with much interest the Address to the Women of a 
which appears in our present number, ‘We trust they will rege 














it, not as a mere appeal to their sensibility, but as a summons to 
action. Deeply the Anti-slavery cause been indebted in 
former years to the Female Anti-slavery Associations, by which 
so large a pan of information was diffused, and so valuable 
an amount of funds contributed. In both these respects such an 
agency is not less necessary now ; and we earnestly hope tlie 
cor pgm of these associations will be promptly and extensively 
revived. 


TaE West India mail, which has arrived after long detention by 
the easterly winds, although ing no particular importance, 
supplies us with some interesting articles of intelligence, which 
will be found in their proper place. . The letter of Captain Stuart 
bears strongly on the immigration question, 





WE scarcely need direct attention to the paper in our columns to- 
day, headed Suppression of the Slave-Trade, It develops a plan of 
Mr, Turnbull, the author of Travels in the West, for the extinction 
of that infamous traffic, genie we think, much practical 
value and importance. e are glad that it has so far engaged 
the attention of Lord Palmerston, and we trust that he will not 


suffer the matter to slumber. 





AN article we have quoted from a Texas bead furnishes us with 
the gratifying intelligence that General Henderson, the agent of 
that republic, has returned without having obtained from the 
British government the recognition of its independence. We hope 
it is true, as the Morning Star affirms, that the cherished existence 
of slavery in Texas is among the reasons which have been 
influential with Lord Palmerston, in deciding on this course. An 
American paper lays it broadly to the ¢ of the “ two 
meddlesome fellows, Sturge and Scoble.” At all events, we 
sincerely thank the noble foreign seeretary for it and hope he 
will maintain it inviolate. It fully appears from the extract we 
have made that Texas is to be a'slave-holding republic for ever ; 
and that, if the Texians should be able, they will extend the 
same curse to the isthmus of Darien. 


WE have devoted as large a space as possible of our colums to-day 
to an authentic and highly important document, which the 
Anti-slavery Committee have just received from Mauritius, and 
which we earnestly commend to the attention of our readers. 
The mystery in which pk bona 5 relating to that colony is wrap- 
ped up has always been matter of complaint, and has obstructed the 
adoption of suitable measures for its improvement. The com- 
munications which have at length been procured will in part, 
and with powerful effect, remove this mystery. The veil being 
thus far lifted up, there is disclosed ‘a ‘scene of opp ession an 
wrong of the most afflictive kind, and almost incredible. We will 
not here repeat the particulars, because we wish our friends to 
have no pretext for not reading the entire document ;. but we 
are sure they will feel with us, that the existence of such a state 
of things, ina colony ‘which has been thirty years under our 
dominion, is a deep disgrace to British statesmen. The light thus 
thrown up on the interior of Mauritius we cannot but think to be 
eminently well-timed, when Lord John Russell has marked out 
its felon and tyrant planters for especial favour, His lordship 
himself, we hope, will not disdain to read, what may, perhaps, 
contain information even for Her Majesty’s principal secretary of 
state for the colonies. The new police ordinance, providing two 
armed men for every estate that will pay six pounds a week for 
them, is sme 2 a preparation for those crowds of Coolies, 
whom the eager planters are expecting to receive at the hands of 
the British cabinet. The Commons of England can never consign 
them to such murderous bondage. 


WE observe that the late excellent lieutenant-governor of the 
Cape of Good Hope, Captain Stockenstrom, has received from 
the crown a patent of baronetcy. . This mark of royal favour is a 
source of gratification to us, not merely because it is well deserved 
by the meritorious officer on whom it has been conferred, but 
because it indicates the removal of the unjust stigma which had 
become affixed to his character in the colonial office, and will tend 
to do away the mischievous impression, which has already been 
produced at the Cape, that the government intended to abandon 
the beneficial policy he had been charged to administer. We 
earnestly hope that the return of Sir Andries Stockenstrom to 
the colony under these circumstances, may effectually crush the 
elements of mischief too prom tly breaking out, and lead to results of 
far greater importance than the arrangement of his private affairs. 


Puan FoR THE WHOLESALE RUINOF THE PEASANTRY. [From 
the Colonial Reformer.] At a recent special vets for granting licences 
to retailers of spirituous liquors, under the IX clause of the law 
authorizing a duty on distilled spirits retailed or consumed within the 
island, it is said that after twelve licences had been granted for the town 
of Port-Antonio, to particular applicants, a general permission was 
entered up for ALL SUGAR ESTATES within the parish to retail 

iris!!! It is mot possible to misunderstand the purposes of 

is indiscriminate grant to sugar estates to sell spiritueus liquors. 
It is to legalize a wholesale demoralization of the labouring tenantry, 
and, by licensing every. stur-novsE AS A RUM_ SHOP, to. liquidate 
the cost.of labour by the wages of intemperance. We earnestly call the 
attention of the government to this act of atrocious profligacy. 
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SLAVERY IN CUBA. 


Tue ona of the island of Cuba approaches to a million of 
souls. On this subject we extract the following from 
Mr. Turnbull’s work, our notice of which we resume from our 
iast number. 

“‘ There has been noregular census of the whole population since the 
year 1827, when it amounted, including whites, free negros, free people of 
colour, and slaves, and also including the troops, the crews of vessels in 
the barbours, the followers of both, and other transient persons, to 750,562. 
Oftbis number the whites amounted to 311,051, the free negros to 57,514, 
and the free people of colour, not negros, to 48,980 ; so that, in spite of the 
constant accessions to the slave population by importation from the eoast 
of Africa, they are represented by the official census as being greatly out- 
numbered, not merely by the free tlasses taken collectively, but by the 
white. population alone. The number of slaves in the island is given in the 
printed returns at 286,942; of whom 183,290 are stated to be males, and 
103,652 to be females. However great this discrepancy between the sexes 
way appear, it is, in point of fact, not nearly so great as that which is borne 
out by my own personal observation and researches.”—pp. 145, 146. 

‘Even on the supposition that the general and local governments are 
earnest and sincere in their endeavours to obtain correct returns of the 
slave population, it is not to be denied that there are many difficulties to 
be overcome, before anything like accuracy can be arrived at, in this de- 
partment of the census. Upon the whole, therefore, I am disposed to 
adopt the conclusions of Mr. Consul Tolmé, who proposes that, at the close 
of the year 1838, the white population should be taken at 400,000, the 
free people of colour of all shades, at 110,000, and the slaves at 360,000 ; 
making the aggregate 870,000, or in round numbers, 900,000 souls. There 
are some Spanish authorities who make the whole population amount to 
a million, of whom 600,000 are supposed to be either free people of colour, 
or slaves. ; 

‘* In the anxiety of the government to balance one class of the popu- 
lation against another, we find, in the official documents connected with 
the census of 1827, some details which will probably be interesting to the 
general reader. Between the white males and the free male negros, the 
proportion is given as 160 are to 100, or 6.01: 1. Between the white 
males and the free male people of colour, exclusive of negros, 705 to 
100, or 7.05: 1. Between the white males and the other freemen, 
whether of pure negro blood, or of the mixed race, 324 to 100, or 3.24: 1. 
Between the white males and the whole of the male slaves, of whatever 
_ shade, as 92 are to 100, or 92:1. Between the white males and the 

Whole of the coloured males, slaves or freé, the negros included, as 71 are 
té 100, or,.71:1. Between the whole white population and the whole 
‘free coloured population, free negros included, the population is stated at 
292 to 100, or 2.92: 1. Between the whole white population and the 
whole slave population, 108 to 100, or 1.08:1. Between the whole 
awhite population and the rest of the community, whether in servitude or 
free, as 79 are to 100, or .79: 1. 

“« The free male negros, as compared with the freemen of mixed blood, 
are stated to be 117 to 100, or 1.17 :1. ‘The free coloured males, whether 
negros or mulattoes, are in proportion to the male slaves, as 22 to 100, or 
-22: 1, and the whole free population to the whole slave population as 145 
to 100, or 1.45 : 1.”—pp. 151, 152. 

Of the condition of the 360,000 persons held as slaves we proceed 
to give some further particulars. The following relates to planta- 
tion Holanda, of the atrocities practised on which we gave an edi- 
fying sample in our last. About four months anterior to his visit, 
Mr. Turnbull tells us, 

“One man had actually been flogged to death. When the fact became known 
at Guines, a sort of legal investigation was instituted. Two medical 
practitioners were sent to the spot to disinhume aud examine the body. 
Either they arrived too late, or they had no desire to make a report un- 
favourable to the mayoral. ‘he judicial functionaries were also said to 
have been with, and the result was an acquittal of the mayoral 
from the charge of homicide. This was to be expected under the circum- 
stances as a matter of course. It could not be thought desirable that a 
white man in authority should be brought to trouble in consequeuce of an 
inquest, the subject of which was a dead negro. In these countries public 
opinion has little or no influence where the life of a slave is concerned. 
‘ut it would be a great mistake to suppose that the man who died under 
the lash had endured the greatest amount of mortal suffering. 

‘ Non é ver che sia la morte 
Tl peggior di tutti i mali ; 
E un sollievo pei mortali 
Che son stanchi di soffrir.’ 

“ Four months after the manslaughter I found the mayoral in full pos- 
session of the irresponsible authority with which such officers are invested . 
Such events are not of course of daily occurrence ; but as they never by 
any chance find their way into the newspapers, they are scarcely spoken 
of beyond the immediate neighbourhood where they take place. A case in 
all respects similar, as r 3 the farce of post mortem examination and 
judicial inquiry, occurred in 1837, within three miles of the Havana, where 
at naturally made some stir; although it ended, as such inquiries con- 
stantly do, in the white-washing and acquittal of the principal culprits. The 
value of an overseer could scarcely be said to be diminished by an acci- 
dent which resulted in the loss of three hundred dollars’ worth of human 
flesh. In all probability it will be amply compensated by the extra labour 
which his system of m ment is calculated to extract from the sur- 
vivors. A caution on the part of the proprietor will generally be con- 
sidered as a sufficient punishment.”—pp, 278, 279. 

In another estate, Los Honores, our traveller says, “ I observed 
a very large two storied stone building, with strongly barred 
windows, which I was desirous of entering, but on perceiving that 
permission would be ted reluctantly, I did not persevere in 
my request. This prison-looking building was called the Infir- 
meria, but it was evidently large enough:to accommodate the 
whole population of the estate.” No doubt the accommodations 
of this building were ample; but the Cubian planters, like the 
rest of their genus, are very shy of letting out the secrets of the 


prison-house. Speaking of the people on an estate called Santa | 





7 whom he saw at a leisure periol of the year, the author 
sa inn i ; t } re? 
U Bat the season of comparative eage was now drawing to a close, and 
the crop season was approaching, when, a to.the admission of the 
mayoral, only four hours, or at most four. hours and a half, out of the 
twenty-four, were allowed for sleep. A similar Statement made to me on 
the first estate I visited was so startling, that I was compelled ‘to suspend 
my belief. As it was everywhere admitted, however, and even here at 
Santa Anna was spoken of without disguise, as the system on an 
estate which, by common consent, was allowed to be managed with un- 
exampled consideration and humanity, I was at length compelled to yield 
my reluctant belief, Even here, in the empty boiling-house, I found a 
negro with one leg in the stocks. The night before had been pierc- 
ingly cold, as it often is in Cuba, and negros are proverbially more sen- 
sible to it than white men. I need not say, therefore, how horrifying was 
the unheeded appeal of the solitary prisoner to the mayoral as we passed, 
of ‘ mucho frio ! mucho frio !’” —p. 286. 
One of the statements made in this passage is perfectly ap- 
ary The slaves on the sugar estates, during crop, which is 
f the year, are made to work twenty hours per day! Only 
four hours, or four-and-a-half, out of the twenty-four, are 
allowed them for sleep!. Well may Mr. ‘Turnbull say, “ of all 
the tortures inflicted on the poor negro, the smallness of the 
modicum of ‘sleep allowed him was what-puzzled me the most at 
the commencement of my inquiries, and in the end excited the 
most painful emotions.” As to food, the gencral rule was but 


treatment of the slaves, we have the following instructive, and no 
doubt characteristic sample :— ; 

“ While in quest of the mouth of one of those extraordinary caves pro- 
duced by the action of water on the schistose formution, washing it away 
from beneath the superincumbent mass of calcareous rock, we overtook, on 
the bridle path, a long file of negros, each labouring under a heary load ; 
and at the same instant there came up one of those brutal drivers, armed 
with his instrument of torture, who, without any notice or apparent pro- 
vocation, applied himself most vigorously to the work of flagellation, not 
sparing a single individual of the gang. With this proceeding we did not 
interfere, because in a foreign country we felt ourselves reluctantly com- 
pelled to pay some respect to any emblem of authority, although it should 
appear in the questionable shape of a cart-whip. Soon afterthe driver had 
performed his round of duty, and had allowed the gang to proceed on their 
journey, we were met by two persons in the guise of gentlemen, whose 
behaviour immediately attracted our attention. Nosooner had they caught 
sight of the file of negros, than, rushing on with the most furious excla- 
mations, they began to beat and pummel the poor fellows with all their 
might. Seeing nothing in the appearance of these persons to entitle them 
to consideration, we began to expostulate with them on their conduet ; 
when it turned out that they had no sort of interest in the gang, or the 
work they were employed in, but defended the outrage by declaring that 
the master was their friend, and that the people richly deserved what they had 
got, as the whole of them had just been detected in the fact of Jying down 
by the road side and falling fast asleep, instead of proceeding with their 
loads to the end of their journey. » Under any other circumstances it would 
have been laughable to observe the vehemence with which, so hateful to 
the ears of a slave master, they repeated the word dormiendo !”-—pp, 221, 
222, 

There is no attention whatever paid in Cuba to the fecundity 
of the slave population. It is cheaper to buy slaves than to rear 
them. On the estates generally there isa great disparity of the 
sexes, there being not more than one woman to three men ; 
while on some estates the inhuman system has been adopted (and 
chiefly by planters from. the United States) of having none but 
men—the whole of these wretched creatures being locked up 
on the estate as prisoners every moment they are not kept at 
their labour! But we must quote the passage which records this. 
atrocity. 

‘« It is notorious that there are individual estates in the island with 600 
or 700 negros upon them, from which the softer sex is entirely excluded. 
In this respect I am bound to say that the Creole proprietors evince much 
more regard for the laws of humanity than the emigrant planters from 
Spain and the United States. It is in fact but justice to others to signalise 
the case of a certain Mr. Baker, from the United States, who has established 
himself in the neighbourhood of Cienfuegos, on an estate where he has 
congregated no less than 700 male negros, to the: exclusion of a single 
female, locking up the men, during the short period allowed for needful 
rest, in a building called a barracoon, which is in fact, to all intents and 


purposes, a prison.”—>p. 146. 

The effect of such a system on the negro population may well 
be imagined, but, for want of statistical information, it can not be 
fully exposed. The following passage can be regarded merely as 
an approximation :— 

“ It is extremely difficult to arrive at any just conclusion as to the recent 
increase of the slave population. If we take the official returns as the 
basis of our estimate, we shall find that the numbers given in 1817 are 
199,145, and 286,942 in 1827. During this interval of ten years, it was 
estimated by the British commissioners of that period, as may be seen 
from the parliamenta 
Africa was 130,797, showing an annual average of 13,079, which, if { may 
judge from the events which occurred under my own observation, I cannot 
consider an exaggerated statement. If then we add the number thusgiven, 
as im , to census of 1817, we find a total of 329,949, which 
would show an excess during the ten years of deaths over births of 43,000, 
which makes a loss of 13 per cent. on the ten years. This loss, however, 
is very far indeed from being equivalent to the average loss admitted by 
the managers or mayorals on the numerous estates which I made it my 
business to visit. bin encntl ih aoam seen amounted dk. 
palling ti ten per cent, per annum, or cent. percent. per de 
pega a. ig the nena of a total.renawal of the Humbers. by imparts. 
tion in. 5 poneme ot he ten yeats.’—pp. 149, 150, 
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statement that numbers were decreasing at the rate of from. 
one to two per cent. per annum ; a rate of destruction at which the 
entire slave ion would have been co ed to the grave in 


from one hundred to fifty years. In Cuba, however, this mur- 
derous system sweeps the country desolate, not merely once in ten 
years, but every ten years in succession! ! And this with a race 
of people, than whom none upon earth are more prolific. In the 
brooding Hates—we shudder at the term—of North America, the 
negro slaves double their numbers in twelve years and a half. 
growing in Cuba kills them clean off in ten. 

let the people of land know, is slavery in Cuba. 
We could — t pe yo ull had given us -_ — 
insight into the details of plantation mt, by stating 

and quantity of food, and other Si ; but this perhaps 
he will be hereafter. the meantime he has told us enough 
to awaken deep commiseration. If we can extract one word of 
comfort from his book for the lish reader and the friend of 
humanity, it is to be found in the following passage :-— 

“« The whole history of negro emancipation in the British West Indies, 
the period of probation afforded by the apprenticeship, the abbreviation of 
that period in 1838, and the uil and successful issue of the great ex- 

iment, have not been lost on the more enlightened portion of the inha- 
Fitants of Cuba. It has for some time been strongly impressed’ on the 
minds of many of the inhabitants, that neither slavery nor the slave-trade 
in barf og ag the world can long survive the abolition of involuntary ser- 
vitude in t 


e dominions of Great Britain.”—pp. 258: 





ON FREE IMMIGRATION. 


As there must —- a disguise for the accomplishment of an 
evil design, so the plans now advocated for transporting nations to 


Mauritius and the West Indies are covered by a new-born and 
marvellous zeal for free emigration. It is even made use of as a 
complaint against the opponents of the present schemes in general, 
and against the Anti-slavery Committee in particular, that they 
are setting themselves against this undeniable privilege and right. 
We have a few words to say on this subject, first, in defence of our- 
selves and the Anti-slavery Committee ; and next, in reference to 
eePinne, with resgues to in alls tlevery Commitien. Thay hi 
wi to the Anti-slave ommittee. ve 
certainly tadon te part against free tf ion. In the declara- 
tion of their sentiments, published in this and other pa in 
ar last, they use the very guarded which follows : 


Committee is finally impressed with a conviction, that, at | ¢ 


the present time, no lan of emigration to the colonies can 
be proposed, either y the Teen legislatures or the proprietary 
interest in this country, which would not,” &c.: where it will be 
observed that their opposition is confined, first, to a “general plan 


_ of emigration to the colonies,” and secondly, to this only “ at the 


time’—for reasons, and for a period, both of which it is 
may prove temporary. In strict accordance with this lan- 
of the Committee was that of this journal on the 12th of 
Greasy: viz.— In the next place, we observe, that we do not 
upon any ground disapprove, or wish to obstruct, free emigration. 
So far from this, the Anti-slavery Committee have taken prompt 
and c measures to obtain the removal of those restrictions 
which have been imposed in some of the colonies on the departure 
of labourers, and which must be unequivocally pronounced unjust 
and oppressive. By no parties can the sentiment be held in a more 
distinct or unqualified manner than by British abolitionists, that 
every free sag should be at liberty to remove his residence when 
and where he pleases.” 

It is true that we have called for a present prohibition, rather 
than a tion, of the threatened t rtation of Coolies from 
India to Mauritius; but certainly only for a pre rwes prohibi- 
tion. We never thought of shutting up India absolutely and for 
ever. And if we are asked when we are willing that the prohibi- 
tion shall cease, we say, as soon as emigration be venlypue: 
as soon as ngeaisoncalead- — against boner oem and 
kidnapping, a e practice o: iving every emigrant 
and wilful misrepresentations ; as soon as the panets A, aczad 
learned to treat emigrants as freemen, and s have secured to 

of all colours and conditions an equality of social and civil 
rights. The atrocious practices notoriously identified with emigra- 
tion hitherto have rendered it a slave-trap, and therefore we ex- 


claim against it. Immigration, condu as it has been, and is 
still to be, cannot be free. We must see a t alteration 
in the whole before we can consent to its ion. 


‘And now a word to our accusers. In taking up free emigration 

they catch hold of a Whiah is well adapta no doubt, to. tell in 

ir favour with i but ill-informed men. But it is 

pe. er ee ig ga pg ytd not honest to pretend “iy 
vernment, a@ love in them 

think of opening India to the Mauritians. Why, this same - 

y 


ment ie shutting up the West India islands one from anther, 
sanction ee eS en 
materially i of the subject, and the welfare 
of the emancipated peasantry. age Se Bebe dane cee 

en 
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in one hemisphere, 
the other, it is too much to ask us 





| actuated by a regard to the rights and privileges of the poor. We 
t the 


.|do not say tha are doing these cont things for the sak 
Sacer the ilateere ; but we are sure thae both of them enpwer 


urposes, 

That the planters, whether of the east or west, care about free 
emigration, no man with his eyes open can believe for a moment. 
Not one word of or pce orrvage have they ever expressed at 
the atrocious frau and robberies practised on the Coolies in 

or of anxiety that they should not be repeated. No readi- 
ness have they man to afford to emigrants the ample infor- 
mation, and the means of free action, which alone can constitute 
immigration really free. 

On the mx their scheme notoriously proposes to obtain 
labourers from parts of the’ world, and therefore, the great 
majority of them under entire ignorance and delusion ; under as 
long a contract for labour as they can induce the government to 
roe a and cetera any Fey of free action ; and as. 

i any system of tyranny, fraud, and murder, which may be 
fostered by the traffic, as in ‘Africa for example. And this is their 
free emigration! What they want is to make slaves ; and they 
cry out Free Emigration! asa cover to the villany. 





HILL COOLIES. 
To the Editors of the Anti-slavery Reporter. 


Sirs, Lonpon, March 23d, 1840. 

In looking over some old papers a few days since, I found the follow- 
ing memorandum of a conversation, alleged to have taken place in the 
House of Commons, on the 10th July, 1837, respecting the Hill 
Coolies, to whose deplorable condition in Mauritius and British Guiana 
the public attention has been properly directed of late. The conversation, 
if correctly reported, affords a striking specimen of official ignorance and 
parliamentary duplicity, and as such I commend it to the particular atten- 
tion of your readers, in proof of how little confidence can ordinarily be 
placed in the statements of public men ; and am, Sirs, yours, &c. 

.  Areus. 

Mr. Buxton :— I have received information, that a number of slaves 
have been carried away from Bengal, &c. &c. to the Mauritius, for the 
purposes of labour; and I wish to know whether Her Majesty’s govern- 
ment have taken measures to do justice to these individuals. I shall be 
happy to have an answer, not only from the Right Hon. Baronet, the 
President of the Board of Control, but also from the Hon. Baronet, the 
Under Secretary for the Colonies.” 

Sir Joun Hosnovss replied, “‘ I have only to state, in reference to 
the matter to which my honourable friend alludes, that, the exportation 
of these persons was effected with their own free will and consent ; that 
they were neither more nor less than free labourers, and no more slaves 
than we are. The Governor General of India, in consequence of the 
ogg a of these on fr the from Bengal, ef t proper to 

e certain regulations for the proper conveyance of such persons, and 
or preventing more than a certain number from embarking in each ship. 
Every attention has been paid to the comfort of these parties, and an oppor- 
tunity is afforded them of returning home, if they like, at the expiration of 
@ certain period. My honourable friend may depend upon it that the 
Governor General in council will see that no abuse is allowed.” 

Six Georce Grey replied, “In reference to the colonial depart- 
ment, I have only to say, that the attention of the government has been 
drawn to this matter, and that these individuals have had everything done 
to te their comfort, and the object which they have in view.” 

rn. Witt1am Ewart Grapstons said, “‘ I believe that I am correct 
in stating, that a highly respectable gentleman made an engagement with 
these people, that, they should serve him for five years ; but the Colonial 
Office would not allow them to be retained in his service for more than three 
years.” . 

Notes—1. It isevidentthat Mr. Buxton had obtained information respect- 
ing the Coolies who had been t rted from India to Mauritius, of no 
very satisfactory nature ; and that he deemed it of sufficient importance 
publicly to demand explanations of two right honourable gentlemen then 
attached to Lord Melbourne’s ministry. Mr. Buxton designated the 
Coolies “ slaves,” and this term was evidently intended by him to convey 
to the House the idea he entertained of the manner in which they had 
been obtained in India, and of the treatment they had experienced in 
Mauritius, and the propriety of the use of the word in the application he 
then made of it was subsequently proved. 

2. Nothing could be more ah 8 the actual state of the case, than 
the statement of the Right Hon. the President of the Board of Control 
It is now officially proved, that the Coolies were, in a multitude of cases, 
kidnapped, imprisoned, thrust on board ships against their wills, and con- 
veyed to Mauritius by thousands; that they were crowded on board 
vessels, in some cases without a sufficient supply of food, and without 
medical attendance,—that they were brought under the most fraudulent 
contracts, to labour in sugar cultivation for long periods of time, for the - 
smallest rates of wages—that they were subjected to a most rigorous 
and cruel treatment, and that after more than 40,000, nearly the whole 
of whom were males, had been removed, the governor general of India 
found the abuses to have been so great, that, without waiting the instruc- 
tions of the home government, he absolutely forbade the exportation of 
any more from any of the presidencies, as the same Right Honourable 
Gentleman informed the House, in the session of 1839, in reply to a 
question of Mr. Baines, the member for Leeds! And with respect to the 
“ regulations” said to have been made be the Governor General of India, 
we have yet to learn what they were. If they be in existence, why is the 
present noble colonial secretary engaged in forcing upon the attention 
of the House the “* Colonial Passengers’ Bill,” to secure the very objects 
which the President of the Board of Control said were amply provided for 
by the governor general of India, befove h= answe - Buxton’s 
question, in 1837? Did they prove a failure? If so, may not those con- 
templated by Lord John Russell prove @ failure also? : 

3. The reply of Sir George Grey was of asimilar character with that 

ven to Mr, hero Sir John Cam Hobhouse. He assured the house 








. © that these indi (the Coolies,) had everything done to promote 
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their iness.” By whom? The governor ral of India? Where is 
the proof? By the executive in Mauritius? ere is the ? the 
planters there? The proof is the reverse of that s the Right 


hon. gentleman! ‘Never was there a case of grosser fraud and villany 
practised on the ignorance and helplessness of men within this empire, 
than the Coolies’ case develops from mning to end; and great 
responsibility as well as disgrace rests with all those who have been par- 
ties to the iniquity. 

4. Mr. William Ewart Gladstone, student of Christchurch, volunteered 
_ a few additional remarks to those of the right hon. gentleman referred 
to, of a most extraordinary character, when taken in connexion with an 
event then about to take place, as we shall presently show. The 
7 ble gentleman” alluded to by the member for Newark was his 
own father, who had been in negociation with the government for the 
expatriation of Coolies from their own country to British Guiana some 
months before, and had positiveiy succeeded to the extent of his wishes, 
having been distinctly promised an order in council, allowing him to 
export Coolies to his estates in Demerara, under contracts for five years ; 
which order in council was actually promulgated under the sign manual, 
two days after the conversation now reported and commented upon: it 
was dated the 12th; July, 1837! Of course the son :could know 
nothing of the promises made by the chips a to, the father; nor 
could he have been aware, that within a few short hours after he inter- 
posed his testimony, as to the tender regard of the Colonial office for the 
welfare of the Coolies, the mandate would be issued to seal their 
doom. Thus was Mr. Buxton silenced and hoodwinked. It would 
appear incredible, were we not too frequently compelled by what trans- 
pired to believeit, how right hon. gentlemen may be imposed upon, and to 
what extent they may impose upon others, by their silence, or by their 
statements. 





THE COLONIAL SYSTEM IN THE WEST INDIES. 


Ow this important subject, we present to our readers the following letter 
from a gentleman of much local knowledge and experience. It is addressed 
to the secretary of the Anti-Slavery Committee :— 

London, 11th of February, 1840. 

Sin,—Referring tothe interview with which I was favoured by the Com- 
mittee of your benevolent society, on the 3lst ult., and in accordance 
with their desire, I have now the honour briefly to submit for their consi- 
deration the following suggestions, viz. :— 

That, in order effectually to secure to the negro population the full 
benefit of freedom, and to lay a foundation for the future welfare and pros- 
perity of all classes of the inhabitants of her Majesty’s possessions abroad, 
it is indispensably necessary that a complete change should be made in 
the colonial system ; it being morally impossible that principles of govern- 
ment and laws applicable to a state of slavery, can ever be so modified 
as to adopt them to the altered circumstances and condition of a newly 
erected society, now happily entirely composed of free British subjects. 

That with this view the attention of her Majesty’s government should 
be respectfully invited, during the present session of parliament, to the 
expediency of instituting, under competent authority, an inquiry into the 
present constitution of the colonial governments: includi 

‘* The number and extent of the several islands or colonies, having local 
legislatures with the number of inhabitants in each, eligible to be members 
of the council and assembly. 

The power and authority exercised by, or claimed to belong to such 
legislatures, 

The nature and object of the laws now in force in each island or 
colony, affecting the life, liberty, and property of the subject. 

The number of courts of law and equity] in each island or colony, and 
of the persons filling the judicial offices, distinguishing those who are 
members of the legal profession ; and generally into 

The administration of justice, civil, and criminal, by the magistracy 
since the passing of the Emancipation Act, 

As, by an impartial report on such inquiry, I can confidently undertake 
to affirm, that it will be incontrovertibly established, _ 

First.—That in the constitution of a majority of the local governments 
very material alterations are requisite, inasmuch as the smaller islands in 
the West Indies do not at present contain an adequate number of persons, 
fitted by property or education for performing the functions of 9 mara 

Second ——That the laws now in force, having been passed by legis- 
latures, composed almost exclusively of the late slave proprietors, will 
generally prove, on examination, to be loosely and indefinitely framed, and 
to be only consistent with each other in a deficiency of provisions for 

ing protection and impartial justice to the negros, and, in many in- 
stances, to be extensively oppressive and injurious to their relative rights 
and interests, as a component part of a free community. 

Thirdly.—That nothing can be more deeply deplorable than the exist- 
ing state of the administration of justice throughout the colonies, in con- 
sequence of the judicial offices being (with few exceptions) filled by 
uneducated private individuals, (often of inferior station in life,) who, not 
being members of the profession, and altogether ignorant of even the first 
ey a0 of law, are too frequently led, by straitened circumstances and 
ocal interests and prejudices, to be influenced in their decisions by private 
considerations, personal animosity, and party feuds. And, 

Lastly.—That, on an investigation of the manner in which the civil and 
criminal laws have been administered by the magistracy, since the passing 
of the Emancipation Bill, much abuse of power on the = of many of 
the local justices in every colony or island will be clearly demonstrated. 

Confining my attention on the present occasion to those colonies only 
having leigislatures, (and without reference to her Majesty’s foreign pos- 
sessions abroad which are governed by Orders in Council,and are under 
the more immediate control of the colonial department,) I shall diffidentl 
proceed to point out—that to remedy the evils to which I have ad- 
verted (and which will be found principally prevalent in the West Indies) 
it}would appear to be advisable, that the windward and leeward British 
islands, from Barbados to Jamaica, should be limited to but three govern- 
ments, viz. 

First.—Barbados, to which St. Vincent, Grenada, and Tobago, should 
be annexed. ; PIT . 

Secondly.—Antigua, with which Dominica, Montserrat, Barbuda, St. 
Christopher, Nevis, Anguilla, and the Virgin Islands, might be con- 
veniently combined. And, ' & ; 





Thirdly.—The colony of Jamaica and its dependencies. 

As a security for the true preservation of the rights and interests of her 
Majesty’s subjects in the smaller colonies in the windward and leeward 
islands, thus proposed to be attached to Barbados and Antigua, one or 
more competent persons from each be selected and appointed by the 
Crown, to be members of the of council at their respective seats 
of government. And the inhabitants should retain the right of electing a 
limited number of members (according ' 
act as their representatives respectively in the general houses of assembly. 


_ To each of such united legi (as by the American constitution 
is vested in Congress,) should be confided the power to all laws 
affecting the general weal of the several colonies in them, 
while internal regulation of each island might with propriety be 


pera d to re A cod , porte: inferi amen Be limited 
junisdiction and a re magistracy, subject to a to the s 
tribunals of law and equity, to be established and eld at the who nom 
Poy of government, under a revised system of law and administration 
of justice. 

8 it is, however, greatly to be feared, that the prevailing prejudices of 
the colonists are not likely to be so far removed within any reasonable period, 
as to qualify them for the faithfal and disinterested discharge of so grave 
and important a duty as that of framing a code of laws adapted to their 
new condition, having a due regard to the rights, privileges, and liberties 
. = classes of the Mgenaine it is > be ardently 2 esired that the 

eading principles of all laws affecting life, liberty, and pro in the 
colonies, should be settled and determined in re , ne such 
laws should, with all convenient speed, be passed by imperial par- 
liament, in the exercise of the same unquestionable power and authority 
whereby the total extinction of slavery was so happily accomplished ; and 
in furtherance and completion of that sacred act of national justice to the 
inferior classes of the populetion. But should such a measure be deemed 
(as, from the late discussion in iament on the Jamaica question, may be 
probable) to be at all incompatible with their chartered — of legislation, 
it is, under any circumstances, earnestly to be hoped, that her Majesty’s 
government will admit of no further delay, but promptly proceed clearly 
and explicitly to define the principles of all laws considered necessary for 
adoption by the local legislatures, and to transmit them for such purpose, 
accompanied by a firm and decided intimation, that, unless simultaneously 
carried into effect within a limited period, they will unhesitatingly be 
passed by the mother country. 

BY the pursuit of such a course, and concentration of so many petty 
local governments, it will be obvious— 

That the now arduous and onerous duties ef the Colonial Office will 
be abridged. 

That the expenditure of public money will be diminished ; and 

That a reform of the laws and the introduction of one uniform and 
consistent system of colonial government will be uced.” 

To insure the permanency of snch a system, it will then only remain 
for her Majesty’s government to make and perfect that thorough reform 
the administration of justice, so essential to the future preservation of the 
rights and interests of all classes of the colonial communities. And on this 
point, I trust I shall be pardoned for expressing my conviction (from local 
information, and long personal experience as an officer of the crown, and a 
member of the legisfattixe,) that insuperable difficulties and obstacles will 
be found to exist, which preclude the practicability of carrying into effect 
nag provisions of the bill recently framed for such , and sent out 
by the government for adoption by the local authorities. And that in the 
event of such changes being made as are here submitted for consideration, 
(or, indeed, under any circumstances) a new judiciary system, far more 
simple in its details, might be framed, rendering the appointment of fewer 
judges necessary, and considerably reducing the expense of the proposed 
establishment. 

Without entering, therefore, just now into further particulars, it may 
suffice for me here to state on this point, that it is wholly vain to loo 
for any degree of prosperity or tranquillity in the colonies until this very 
serious impediment to both shall be removed, and the administration of the 
laws in the superior courts be exclusively confided to professional gentlemen 
of liberal education and established character and reputation, to be nomi- 
nated by the crown, and rendered independent of the local legislatures 
for their salaries ; and all minor questions, civil or criminal, affecting the 
negros, usually determinable by justices of the peace, be decided also exclu- 
sively by a stipendiary magistracy , to be appointed in each islund under 
executive authority. 

These observations which have been induced wd my anxiety to promote 
the truly humane and laudable objects for which your excellent society 
has been formed, are offered under a hope that they will, at least, be 
received as the unbiassed sentiments of a native West Indian, now removed 
from the colonies, and having no property or other interest in them beyond 
an ardent desire which I shall ever retain to advance the general welfare 
of all classes of my countrymen, and more particularly of those of my 
fellow-creatures whose fights to protection and support I have 
(during a residence of upwards of twenty years among them) individually 
professionally, and officiall eatleavcuired (to the utmost extent of my 
pore: and ability,) to uphold, at the complete sacrifice ofmy private 
ortune and professional distinction. 3 

That this communication may be deemed worthy of attention, I have only 
in conclusion to state, that I am perfectly prepared (from documents and 
other fs now in my possession, ) to s your committee, or the secre- 
tary of state = necessary ), of the entire accuracy of my statement on every 
question to which I have now summarily adverted, and to point out the 
practicability of carrying into effect (beneficially and advantageously toj the 
colonial islands) every measure which I have undertaken to recommend 
for their improvement. 





WEST INDIA FALLACIES, 


nsatisfactory articles having recently appeared in the Morning 
Ghrenicle, Mr. Seakin, Ya addressed a letter to the editor of that journal, 


i i below. . ee 
which. we inpert To th Editor of the Morning Chronicle. geal sys 


_ Sir,—It is not too much to suppose, and you must pardon me for saying 
ghts the multitude of affairs which ‘obi your attention, and the 





extent of labour involved in the discharge of your editorial duties, must 
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prevent you from giving thet consideration to. the details of certain 
bape genre menssre fomign to those which necessarily occupy 
‘ which. would qualify you to pronounce an absolute 
"inion the gu of che P lic mind. I have been led to 
we on several occasions, when you bave undertaken to discuss 
est 


ny 
5 
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est India. affairs, and have felt satisfied, that if you had all the facts of 
the case before you, you would either have abandoned the positions you 
have laid down, and the conclusions you have drawn, or have so greatly 

odi m as to have given no triumph to the enemies of human 

berty and happiness, and no cause of grief to their friends, At present, 
the West India ers have in you a most poets auxiliary ; they pro- 
pose gigantic schemes of immigration into the British colonies, and you 
second them in their efforts to sway the governmeat and the public ; they 
ery out for labourers “ from those parts of the globe”—Africa and Hin- 
dostan, for instance—‘ where the climate may pee most similar to that of 
the British colonies,” and you echo their cry: but sir, allow me to say, 
that when you shall have looked at the question of immigration into those 
possessions. of the crown, not merely as one of theory, but of practice, 
you will pause before you give currency to the schemes and pretensions 
ot those who would monopolize the labour-market of the world, to gratify 
their lust of wealth, and love of power. 

Notwithstanding the outcry of the West India body to the contrary, 
they never were in a state of greater prosperity than at the present mo- 
ment. Their predictions that the measure of emancipation would be 
attended with the devastation of their estates—the destruction of :beir lives 
—-the ruin of commerce—and the consequent dilapidation of the revenue, 
hare been completely falsified ; and whatever of difficulty they have had to 
encounter since the period of complete emancipation, has arisen almost entirely 
from their own absurd, dishonourable, and oppressive conduct. Of course, 
I except from this censure the wiser and better A yedigns of the planters, who 
have secured to themselves the confidence of their labourers, and are, as 
they declare, able to carry on the cultivation of their estates at less ex- 
pense than formerly, without any diminution—nay, in many instances, with 
a large increase in the amount of produce raised. 

The blessings conferred on the planters by the abolition of slavery were 
great. Muhitudes of them were delivered from the ruthless grasp of 
mortgages, and were placed in circumstances of independent competency 
by that noble act. The twenty millions of pounds sterling, voted as com- 
pensation, equal to an income of one million two hundred thousand 
pounds per annum im the colonies, were shared among them. This 
enormous sum was given to cover the loss which it was anticipated would 
result from emancipation, and this sum they have enjoyed as capital, since 
the first of Augus:, 1834. In addition to this, whilst there was but asligbt 
diminution in the amount of sugar exported from the emancipated colonies 
from that period to the 5th of January, 1839, a period of five years, as compared 
with the five years of slavery which preceded them, the price of sugar had 
risen 9s. per cwt. The quantity of that staple exported during that period 
was 21,633,459 cwt., independently of molasses, which at 9s. per cwt., 
gives a profit of £9,735,956, and the additional profits obtained on other 
articles of ical produce may be fairly said to make up the balance of 
£10,000,000 sterling.:, thus, within a period of five years, the West India 
body have gained a capital of thirty millions sterling, equal at the colonial 
rate of interest, six per cent, to an annual income of one million eight 
hundred thousand pounds, by the system of freedom! I say nothing of 
the generous remission of the four-and-a-half per cent duties by the crown, 
equal to about £50,000 per annum, tothe windward colonies. 

Morally, the planters a gained immensely by emancipation. The just. 
abhorrence in which they were held as slave-holders, extorting unwilling 
labour by the cart-whip, bas ceased to exist. They have been placed in a 
new and honourable relation to society, The day that made their bonds- 
men free delivered them from the indignant reprobation of their fellow- 
men. Were they wise, they would endeavour to throw the veil of ob- 
livion over the past, and strive to conciliate the confidence of those whose 
prea) duty it has ever been to watch their movements, and who have, 
fe » ON many occasions, been permitted to defeat their unrighteous 

It must not be forgotten, that the West India body enjoy the monopoly 
of the British market for all the staple articles they raise, save cotton ; and 
they ask for the monopoly of that article also, under pretences of humanity 
and patriotism, that they may, fursooth, have the honour of putting down 
slavery and the slave-trade wherever they exist. Generous philanthro- 
pists, worthy patriots, most excellent of men! You have the voice of 
Jacob, but the hands of Esau! You would put down these great abomi- 
nations, provided you were paid for it! Monopoly and immigration is your 
motto. Let me be understood, [am no enemy to immigration into the 
British colonies, much less to the exclusicn of slave produce from our 
markets. I would our ports to the free produce of Hayti: I would 
encourage the growth of cottou in the East Indies, where there are mil- 
lions of free Jabourers wajting to be employed, who are now deprived of 
the means of subsistence, by a, system of arbitrary laws, most cruell 
administered. 1 would point out to the merchant princes of Leadenhall- 
street a source whence. the , might derive an ample and honourable 
revenue, for that which, [jive no hesitation in saying, is now most dis- 
honourably obtained by’ . from the smuggling of the vile aud de- 
structive drug, opium, into China. 1 would direct attention to Africa, 
and show that on its rich and fertile plains also, the cotton of commerce 
may be produced by free labour, and thus open vast and profitable markets 
for our manufactures, and for legitimate commerce in these important parts 
of the world. . 

I have ssid that I am no enemy to immigration, when it can be proved 
to be necessary. . When guarantees shall be pte that it shall not be 
abused, and when the planters can be tru with its management, I 
shall have no objection to labourers being admitted into the British 
colonies, to any reasonable extent. At the present moment I assert that 
the necessity for immigration does not exist, and that it would prove injuri- 
ous to those whose interests sh pe pond to protect, well as their 

yer 







masters, I mean the labourers. The number of rers at t in the 
eolonies is sufficient to carry on the necessary cultivation of the estates, 
Though the number of the negros has greatly decreased since the period 
of slavery, by the excess of deaths over the births, owing to the rigour of 
app! system, from which the negros have just escaped, I am 
chencvation bait poisonal Enowledgé of fasts, thet, wish 
judicious management, fair wages, and honourable treatment, the amount 








of produce raised during the latter years of slavery may be k without 
the addition of a single instslerens, their area ee it adduce 
the amount of produce shi last year to Great Britain as proof of the 
want of labour in the colonies is most unfair, and the planters know it to 
be so. The amount of the decrease in the shipmeats upon the whole year, in 
the article of sugar, was 698,000 cwt as compared with the preceding year. 
Allowing that there were no disturbing causes arising out of the entire 
abolition of slavery, no contests about wages, no change in the occupations 
of the negros, the excessive drought which prevailed in the colonies, 
especially in British Guiana, will go far to explain how the decrease, which 
after all is not so great as might have been anticipated, has occurred. 

But it is asserted, the wages paid the negros are excessive. Who says 
so? The planters, who formerly paid their labourers none! The state- 
ment that the negros are paid extravagantly for their work is untrue. In 
Guiana, the sum paid the labourer for a day’s work, regulated by the 
planters themselves, is 164d. sterling.. In Jamaica 13}d., in Barbados 
10d., in Tobago 8d., and in the other colonies from 5d. to 6d. for the first 
class of labourers, which sums are liable to deductions for absent and sick 
days, and such fines in addition as the planters may think fit to inflict ! 
Now, sir, when the price of provisions, aye, sir, the price of provisions, 
and the other necessaries of life, in the colonies, is considered, the 
highest wages paid is moderate, and the lowest totally inadequate to meet 
the wants of the labourers and their families witbout additional labour on 
their provision grounds. Sir William Colebrooke, governor of the lee- 
ward islands, in a despatch to Lord Glenelg, dated 16th of August, 1838, 
writing on this very subject, says,—‘* ‘he ordinary wages of sixpence 
sterling per diem are inadequate, and hence the number of women who are 
still employed in the ordinary labours of the field.” ‘hat the planters in 
Guiana do not think the wages they give too high, will appear from the 
fact that they engaged Mr. Reiss,a German, to procure a considerable 
number of his countrymen to perform precisely the same amount of work 
daily as the negros on the same wages, with the addition of rations nearly 
equal in value to the money payment; and they can afford to give this, 
inasmuch as the amount of produce which a single labourer can raise in 
that colony is twice that which he could raise in Jamaica. It may be also 
remarked, that the wages paid the negro freeman in Guiana is, at the 
present time, precisely what the planters fixed, without consulting them, 
at the commencement of the free system ; and you may well suppose that 
they would not fix it too high. 

The export of manufactured goods from Great Britain to the eman- 
cipated colonies, for the five years ending the 5th January, 1839, exceeded 
those of the five years of slavery which preceded them, by £3,223,204 ; 
and I have little doubt, that, when the official account. of the exports to 
the colonies for the year ending the 5th of January, 1840, is published, 
it will appear there has been no diminution in that important branch of our 
commerce. The exports and imports of the United States to and from 
the British colonies, since the period of freedom, have much increased, 
whilst the quantity of produce sold for consumption in the colonies is 
considerably greater than formerly. In Barbados alone it will be seen, 
by a recently printed parliamentary paper, that of sugar alone there is 
now sold 2000 hogsheads annually in that island. ; 

In every colony visited by me in my late tour to the West Indies, the 
marks of increasing ity were everywhere visible, and everywhere 
admitted. Even in Guiana, of the ruin of which we hear so much, the 
price of estates during the whole of last year was ater upon the 
average than could be obtained for them during the period of slavery, witb 
the slaves upon them! The cry of ruin is senseless and absurd. 

With respect to the guarantees necessary to secure the immigrants from 
frauds and injuries, it is quite clear, that no regulations which have 
hitherto existed have been sufficient to secure immigrants into the colo- 
nies from the grossest frauds, and the most cruel treatment; and t 
question much whether the ingenuity of man can devise laws sufficiently 
comprehensive and stringent to secure them protection in future. Itis 
quite clear to me, 1 speak from the experience | have had, that the planters 
are not to be entrusted with the administration of any laws which may be 
passed, either in this country or in the colonies, which are designed to 
benefit their labourers, and to secure to them their just rights. I may, 
sir, come under your censure, as one of those who “‘ continue to enter- 
tain the same jealousy of the planters now that the negros are free, that 
they did while slavery existed ;” but I must be permitted to say, that I 
can fully justify the jealousy I feel, whether I look at the Jaws they have 
enacted, to the tyrannical spirit they have exhibited, or to the oppressive 
deeds of which they have been guilty, since the termination of the appren- 
ticeship system. 

I would not lightly bring charges against any man or set of men ; but | 
cannot forbear saying, that the facts which have recently been brought to 
light, both with respect to British Guiana and Mauritius, prove that 
the planters are not yet to be trusted with the management of any scheme 
of immigration whatever. In my next communication I will, if permitted, 
produce the facts, which shull prove my justification for entertaining this 

inion. 
5 2 I am, Sir, your’s very respectfully, 

Joun Scose. 
London, March 21st, 1840. 


Colonial and fforetan Entelligence. 


. JAMAICA. 
Antr-stavery Mzasurxs.—-The following circular has been 


issued by Captain Stuart :-— 
Falmouth, Tuesday, January 21st, 1840. 

The following resolutions, among others, were adopted at a public 
meeting held at Falmouth, on the 25th December, 1839:— —_ 

«That this meeting deeply and sincerely deplores the continuance of 
the odious and abominable traffic in human beings, especially in the United 
States of America; and, while it sympathises ‘with those who are in 
bonds, as being bound with them,” it feels convinced that it is the duty of 
this meeting, and of all Christians, to offer their sing prayers to 
Almighty God, that He may incline the hearts of all man to unite in 
the sso torial endeavours to te slavery from the world. : 

"That it is the opinion of this meeting that an Anti-slavery Convention 
of friends in Jamaica, who desire the utter extinction of slavery and the 
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slave-trade, be held early in the month of March ensuing ; and that circu- | of the late speaker, Barrett, and died within a few months of their arrival, 


lars signed by the chairman of this meeting be distributed, inviting the 
Friends of Li to be. on the occasion.” 

In pursuance of the above resolutions, we earnestly and affectionately 
invite you to meet, or to get some delegate or delegates from your neigh- 
bourhood appointed to meet us in Spanish-Town, on Thursday, the St of 
next March, in order to appoint one delegate, or more than one, from this 
island, to attend the anniversary of the American Anti-Slavery Society in 
New-York, in the first days of next May, and the meeting of the British 
and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society in London, on the 12th of next June. 

C. Srvart, Chairman, 





American Kipnaprinc, [From the Baptist Herald:| We 
have been informed on an unquestionable authority, that..an Ameri- 
ean captain, whose name is Frisby, did actually srgaL THREE PERSONS 
from the port of Montego Bay, some time last year. Under pretence of 
getting water, he put into the Bay, and whilst there he inyeigled four 
persons on board his vessel. One of these, who, we are told, had formerly 
been a cook to Mr. Tongue, had his suspicions that all was not right, and 
managed to get ashore; but, under cover of night, the other three were 
carried off, and the vessel started with them for the slave-states. Some 
attempts were promptly made by our esteemed governor, Sir Lionel Smith 
to have these persons restored, but every effort proved unsuccessful. All 
the information that could be obtained from H. B, M. consul at New 
Orleans was, that a vessel answering the description of Captain Frisby’s 
had been sold there. One of the three.indiyiduals thus kidnapped was no 
less a personage than Margaret Scarlett, a half-sister, we are told, of the 
present Lord Abinger. Three of Mrs. Scarlett’s children, from whom 
she was socraftily and so cruelly torn away, were consequently left in a state 
of destitution ; and we, believe/are now living at Montego Bay. We under- 
stand that another of the three unfortunate creatures was a man named 
Dunstone, whose wife has still to lament, if not to curse, the atrocious 
circumstance of being bereft of her natural protector. The man Henry, 
now a constable at Montego Bay, as our informant states, was the indi- 
vidual who happily made his escape from the fangs of the MAN-sTEALING 
Captain. 


Extract of a letter from Captain Stuart to Mr. Sturge, dated Montego Bay, 
11th January, 1840. 


On Wednesday, 1st of January, 1 reached Hampden, Blyth’s station, 
and that evening addressed a large meeting in his church, after laying the 
corner stone ‘of a new free village, close by his dwelling. On Thursday, 
{ visited with him Mr. George Gordon, Daughtrey’s companion in inves- 

 tigating James Williams's case, distance ‘several miles. On Friday, 
visited Dundee estate, called at Orange valley, laid the foundation of 
another new free village, about four or five miles distant. Both of these vil- 
Jages are founded on the tee-total temperance principle, and on both occa- 
sions we had very large and interesting companies. On Saturday, | went 
by Bethtephil to Salters’-hill, Dendy’s, about twelve or fifteen miles, and 
on Sunday preached to his con tion, of about 2000 people, and.spoke 
particularly afterwards to the church. On Monday, returned from Salters’ 
Hill to Hampden, distant about twelve miles, and attended.an exceedingly 
interesting méeting in the evening, in Blyth’s ehutch. On ‘Tuesday, went 4 
to Bethlephel, and presided in the evening at an anti-slavery meeting in 
Dendy’s chureh. On Wednesday, rode to breakfast at Montego Bay, dis- 
tant about 14 miles; and in the evening visited Burchell at Mount Carey, 
distant about nine miles. On Thursday, returned to Montego Bay to 
breakfast, and hurried over a few indispensable arrangements and inquiries, 
and snatched the first time-fraction for this letter. 1am now writing on 
Thursday evening, the 9th ; to-morrow (Friday the 10th) I purpose at- 
tending the petty sessions at Adelphi, about eleven miles distant. On 
Saturday, the petty sessions and the Mico school here, with, personal 
inquiries from-people attending market. On Sunday, 12th, preaching in 
Barchell’s chureh, &c.; and on Monday, 13th, going to Mr. Hunter’s for 
statistics, the same who so frankly supplied you; &c., &c. 

Sabbath, 12th January, 1840.—It is now about 4 p.m. This is the first 
‘daylight hour in which I have had anything like rest since I left Dexter's. 
I have justreturned from ing as intended, and from partaking of the 
memorials of the dying love of our blessed Lord. My subject was John 
v.30, “ My judgment is just, because I seek not my own. will, but the 
will of my Father who sent me.” ‘The church, which is symmetrical and 
spacious, was filled ; it seats 2000 ; there were probably 2500 present—a 
most decorous aud solemn company. Burchell grows in my estimation as 
I seehim more. He seems to me to be a prudent man, with heavenly 
wisdom. 

But I mast hasten to snatch a fact or two, before the light fails. I 
could give you many particulars that would refresh you, and some that 
would pain you, in relation to the condition of the negro population ;, but, 
admitting every exception, as a body it is well with them, There is another 
class, alas! with which it is woe,—almost altogether woe, as far as relates 
to Trelawney, St. James’s, and Hanover. Theonly exception that L have 
been able to find is that of the English emigrants on Freemason’s Hall, in 
Trelawney; though not happy, they are well. You must. not, however, 
consider my present information final, as I amin the midst of my inquiries. 
T merely feel consteained to state briefly what 1 haye learnt, for the sake of 
others who, may be in danger of being decoyed. Let me say, before I 
begin, that I was assured at Falmouth, that not a single person of the 
emancipated population of Trelawney, numbering at 25,000, has applied for 
parochial reef; and I am similarly assured in this place (Montego Bay ) 
that the same is the case in St, James’s. The destitute who were abandoned 
by their former masters, are universally. provided for by their own relations 
and friends, if Creoles ; or, if Africans, and. without relations, by their 

pe Bie — is; by their com — in the horrors of the middle-pas- 
* must also mention, proceed. to the Euro) emigrants, 
thet Hampden and Dundee, in Trelawney, and Content 18 Pl in (I 
believe) St. James’s, with Childermas and n Rivers, in St. James’s, as 
-far as I have heard, are singularly well managed and prosperous estates. 
Now to the European emigrants. ‘otek: 
Mr. Barchell has three orphans. 


It is about five years since they came out; the girl is now about ten. 
Isabella and Caesar Schimmings.—Their parents came out with ¢ 
from Liverpool, to Mr. Robert Watt, member of the contumacious asséin- 
bly, and were settled at Prospect, in Westmoreland. Their father got his 
death by excessive exertions to obtain the breaking of his indentures, in 
which he at length succeeded, ahout a month before his death. The mother, 
after his death, dragged out another year of suffering, and then followed 
him, From all that I can hear, she died as much of neglect and want as 
of sickness. The, father was a singularly bale and athletic man upon his 
arrival, Burchell declares to me that he bas seen the meal provided’ for 
them alive with yermin. ‘Their earthly resource in their extremity yas ihe 
negros. ‘These, though aware of the hostile purpose in introducing the 

uropean labourers, have ever exhibited the most generous attentions to 
them when destitute. ‘They have supplied them with food when they were 
starving ; they have sheltered them when cast out; they have nursed thei 
when they were sick ; and Mrs. Schimmings was buried by a negro family 
taking up the boards of their own floor to make her a coffin. 

The above-mentioned Mr. Watt seems to have been the common im- 
sit of European emigrants into St. James's, as Mr. Lemonius was into 

relawney. Jt seems to have been a speculation with each, as neither 
seems to ees retained the parties imported by them long in their own 
hands. They appear, generally, either to have been handed over to others, 
or to have left with indignant disgust. ‘The assembly gave, 1 believe, 
£15 currency per head to the importers. : 

Of the several hundred introduced iuto this part of Jamuica, very few, 
I am told, survive. I have met with two or three whd are settled by them- 
selves, and are doing well. But most wlio survive are scattered, no one 
thatI have met with knowing where. BES ; 

The following account is given me by a remarkably intelligeat and inte- 
resting coloured gentleman of this place. The Seaford township is 
situated about twenty-five miles south of Montego Bay, on the confines of 
Hanover and Westmoreland. The land (several hundred acres) was given 
by Lord Seaford. The expense was supplied by the island—the premium 
paid for each emigrant was £15 currency. The agent employed was 
Mr. Lemonius. ‘The number brought out was upwards of 300. They 
were from Germany. 

Their disappointment upon reaching the place, I am told, was extreme, 
The houses preparing for them were not half finished ; no adequate stores 
of provisions had beer made; nor was a sufficiency planted to produce a 
supply. Mr. J. P. Tracey, now of this place, wus ordered, in 1856, by 
Lord Sligo, to visit Seaford once a fortnight, and make his reports—he did 
so for about two months. He was told by some of the settlers that Mr. 
Lemonius had declared to them, that all they had to do was to bring theit 
rifles with them, and shoot down the negros’ cattle. In their extremity, 
they very naturally plundered the negro’s provision grounds. Thev seem 
to have been in themselves, generally, a bad set. A great many of them 
died, chiefly of dysentery produced by unripe food, &c.—many ran 
away—a few remain ; these I intend D.V., to see, and then perhaps shall 
hear more about them. : 

A party was settled at Cowpark Pen, in Westmoreland, a remarkably 
healthy place in general, and where their labour has been light, and their 
treatment blameless yet a family; named Newbury, consisting of eight 
persons, from England, of excellent habits and good manners, has lost half 
its members, I am told. 

I must refrain from other details for the present. 

A few words on another subject.—In the first days of December, 533 
re-captured Africans were landed here. They were in uncommonly good 
health. About eighty, during their residence here, passed through the 
doctor’s hands, of whom a small proportion only died. Their treatment 
was admirable throughout, with some natural and all but unavoidable 
exceptions—the chief of the exceptions was, not having sufficient refe- 
rence to the character of some of the persons to whom they have been 
indentured for one year. But there is one very serious objection to the 
measures pursued on these occasions. The finest young men are enlisted, 
as it is called, into her Majesty's military service. I have not time here 
to detail to you the heavy and solemn objections ; but they are obvious, 
and will readily occur to you. I think that everything should be done 
that can lawfully be done, to secure the newly rescued Africans from such 
enlistings. 





Extract of a letter from a gentleman in Jamaica to Mr. Sturge, dated 
Jan. 27th, 1840. 


On the 7th inst., a slaver, captured by the Cleopatra, was brought into 
Kingston, with 280 slaves on board, and sent immediately under qua- 
rantine, to Navy island, in consequence of the ‘small-pox being on 
board, of which two of the captives had died. I can at present learn 
nothing further concerning her, but shall visit both ship and cargo as soon 
as Lamable. ‘The vessel with 500 slaves which was brought into Montego 
Bay, a few months since, and the captives, for safe custody, and for decency 
sake, were put into buildings secure from the public gaze. Some 
of the turbulent whites of that place broke into one of them, where some 
women were placed, and for doing so were fined ten pounds each by the 
stipendiary justices ; this circumstance has made them furious, and they 
have commenced actions against the magistrates for exceeding their power! 
The poor people have since been apprenticed off for one year, I am told 
to their general satisfaction, with the exception of sixty or seventy of the 

oung men, who have been enlisted as so diers in one of the West India 
lack regiments. : 

Since my last letter, I have obtained sundry returns of commitments, 
which are high! gratifying, as proving the peaceable and quiet conduct 
of the people. The subjoined is a summary. : 

Trelawney, parish, population 32,000, Return of commitments to the 
house of correction, from December 10th, 1837, to December 10th, 1888. 
. ‘ee Males Females © — 

RE aes 26 asa Wiles teow 
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Courts martial .......++. 35 wee Os... 35 
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Commitments from the 10th of December, 1838, to the same period, 1839. 
Males Females Total 
Quarter sessions........ is bees , Sack 3 
Summary trials eeenveeee eee 1 eeee 
Courts martial eeeeveeee 17 eeee 0 cece 17 
98 11 109 Ditto 1839 .. 92 
Decréase of commitments. .200 
“When it is considered that the parts of Falmouth and Rio Bueno are 
situated within the above parish, and that foreign seamen are included in 
the commitments, the return exhibits probably a lower average of crime 
than will be found in almost any part of Great Britain. Many cases sent 
for summary trial, if I may judge by those that came before the Kingston 
eourts, prey in ns settled in a different way, such as abusive 
language petty assaults, 
St. Andrew's parish—population 17,000. 
Commitments from 31st December, 1837, to 30th December, 1838. Ditto 
from 30th December, 1838, to 30th December, 1839. 
Males Females Total Males Females Total 
Create Geen... 90... ce BE cece ST US O. B81 
Summary trials.... 93 .. 43 «. 136.... 45 ..15 .. 58 


113 44 157 64 79 


Assaults 35) 
ecrease of commitments in 1839....78. 
St. David's parish—population 10,000. 
Commitments from ist October, 1837, to ist October, 1838, Ditto from 
ist October, 1838, to ditto, 1839. 
Males Females Total. 

Quarter sessions ......2. 79 .... 41 .... 120 
Summary trials.......--- 52 .... 11 «... 683 
Decrease of commitments in 1839. .57 


TRINIDAD. 


The Standard contains the following retrospect of the year 1839 :— 
“‘ The first subject of congratulation which strikes us, is the immense 
and very advan difference between the position of the planters of 
this colony on the lst of January, 1840, and the Ist of January, 1839. 
Yes, as recently as on this day twelvemonth, all was doubt and distrust 
—no one could say with any certainty that the new system, just entered 
upon, would “‘ work,” whilst there were but too many grounds to fear the 
contrary. True, the few months which had elapsed since the memorable lst 
of August had sufficed to shew, that the labourers were not likely in any 
way to disturb the order of society in their mode of enjoyment of the 
recent boon which had been conferred upon them—that there was as 
much, and perhaps more, safety for life, and t for property, than 
previous to the emancipation: still it must be admitted that, in the dis- 
position evinced pretty generally by the labourers to shift from one 
district to another—in their averseness to enter into any regular engage- 
Mments—in their want of faith, in many cases, in keeping such engage- 
ments when entered into—in their unsteadiness and objection to work 
for any number of days consecutively—there were strong grounds for 
F caheorapsge and the planter, whilst he acknowledged the right of the 
I r to act in this manner as long as the latter could afford to reject 





all permanent employment, looked round with considerable anxiety, to ‘ 


see how he was to get off the crop then on his grounds, and how he should 
manage to raise and manufacture the future crops, from the proceeds of 
which he hoped to derive a subsistence for himself and family. Crop 
time, however, came, and—s ing the ex ions of the most 

ine—the crop was gotoff. It is true that the planter was providen- 
tially assisted by the most favourable season, perhaps, ever known in 
Trinidad ; it is true that his expenses were heavy—very heavy ; but still, 
under all the circumstances, it was more than was expected, and the 
‘great question’ was pecaly and satisfactorily solved :—a crop equal to 
the average of that of the apprenticeship had been got in by free labour. 
Since then, the conduct of the labouring population has been daily more 
steady and satisfactory, and the results of the crop of 1840 are looked to 
with hope and confidence.” 


TEXAS. 

British Recocnirion or Textan InpEPENDENCE REFUSED.—From the 
Morning Star (Texian paper), of January 22nd, we quote he following :— 
“England has declined—refused to recognise the independence of Texas. 
Our commissioner appointed to negociate a treaty of recognition with 
that governmen ‘as return 

“ F,.m he English journals, and from various sources, it is now per- 
fectly apparent that the only obstacle to our acknowledgment is the 
existence of slavery in Texas. O’Connell, whose name is a by-word of 
infamy, by his control of a party in eet can give a majority 
to the ministers or the, opposition ; he has issued his insolent mandate 
to the ministry not to recognise Texas eo long as slavery exists in our 
borders. And the ministry have bowed to his dictation—and reruse to 
acknowledge our independence. We deem it our duty to lay these facts 
before our citizens; and we assure them that no possible uncertainty 
exists of the determination to interfere in our domestic institutions. 

““ What course, then, we repeat, and we are ready to answer the 
question, ought Texas to pursue towards England? We do not inquire 
whether Texas will submit to any interference in our domestic affairs, 
We know the temper of this people; and England may refuse our 

ition till our posterity shall possess this country from the Gulf of 
Mexico to the Pacific, till the time when Texian diplomacy, backed by 
Texian armies and navies, shall be able to dictate the law to old Eng. 
land, before we will even entertain the question of any foreign interfe- 
rence with slavery. Texas is a slave holdi 3 country, and, Sy tie erase of 
God and our right arm, will remain such. If we ean make any change in 
this or any other of our institutions, it will be of our own spontaneous act, 
and neither suggested nor dictated by any foreign influence. Slavery 
is no longer a question for discussion and settlement—it is a closedsub- 
ject. We will hear no proposition concerning it. : 

“ At this time Texas has no agent of any nature whatsoever in Eng- 
land. General Henderson has just been pom with the heartiest wel- 
— Mr. MacIntosh, secretary of legation, is left charge de affair’s 
at Pari 
** The course of Texas is TO TAKE NO FURTHER STEP WHATSOEVER AT THE 











PRESENT TIME TO OPEN AN INTERCOURSE wiTH Exctanp. If her ministry, 
who, we believe, really desire to near Atha our independence, dare 
not perform this act o t and duty through fear of a foul-mouthed de- 
magogue, we have, nevertheless, no fear but that Texas will continue to 
flourish, and soon attain a pitch of importance among the nations of the 
world which must needs force our recognitiun from all.” 


CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. 

The Cape she rs inform us of the capture of two slavers by her Ma- 
jesty’s ship Modeste, under the powers of Lord Palmerston’s act. They 
had been brought into Simon’s bay. One of them, the last taken, is said 
to have had “‘ fifty slaves on board, and a valuable cargo.” Of the contents 
of the other, the Escorpao, the South dfrican Commercial Advertiser of 
December 28, furnishes the following particulars. “ The distribution of 
the prize negros brought in by the Modeste, bas excited intense interest 
in this town and neighbourhood. Whoever has the distribution of them 
will have many eyes upon him in Europe, and throughout the world. He 
is their guardian ; and, as such, of course, his sole object is to provide, in 
the best possible manner, for his wards. 

‘* They are set down upon our shores naked, and, no interpreter having 
yet been found, speechless. A more helpless set of creatures, or more 
deserving of our sympathies, cannot be imagined. A large proportion of 
them are children under ten years of age. 

“ The captured vessel was print by Spaniards, but under Portu- 
guese colours. She had been on the coast several months, and had not 
completed her cargo, which was destined to amount to one thousand souls. 
Some of the unhappy captives had been already three months on board. 
She is a fine fast-sailing vessel ; and, but for an accident that happened to 
her spars, when she passed the Cape outward bound, she > possibly 
have distanced even the Modeste. As it was they had a brisk chase, and 
somé thirty or forty shots were fired at her rigging before she brought up. 
One of the miscreants who commanded her says they will be provided 
with guns nexr timE. It is to be regretted that the present law does not 
permit the administration of hemp Ts Time.” 

Concerning the disposal of these captives the following proclamation was 
issued by Sir George Napier, on the 30th of December. 

** PROCLAMATION. 
- 4 his Excellency Major-General Sir George Thomas Napier, K.C.B. 
overnor and Commander-in-Chief of her Majesty’s Castle, Town, and 

Settlement of the Cape of Good Hope, in South Africa, and of the 

territories and dependencies thereof, and Ordinary and Vice-Admiral of 

the same, Commanding the forces, &e., &c., &c. 

‘“* Whereas certain African negros have been recently landed at Simon’s 
Town, in this colony, froma vessel called the Escorpao, captured as a prize 
by her Majesty’s ship Modeste, and which said vessel was deemed to be 
in an unfit state to remain at sea, or to proceed again thereto with the said 
negros on board ; and, whereas it is necessary provision be forthwith 
made for securing to the said negros, as free persons, a comfortable pre- 
sent subsistence, as well as the means of providing for themselves hereafter. 
I do, therefore, hereby proclaim and make known my determination to 
permit the di 1 of the said negros, and of such other negros as may 
hereafter land in this colony under the like circumstances (unless other- 
wise instructed), amongst such inhabitants of this colony, as I shall deem 
desirable, such inhabitants being thereto consenting, and with such pro- 
visions, and upon such conditions, as shall to me seem just and proper. And 
I further proclaim, that the duration of the contracts of service or appren- 

iceship to be entered into upon the part of the said negros sball be as 
follows, to wit: —For males of seventeen years or upwards, and for females 
of fifteen years or upwards, a contract of service for the space of one year ; 
and for males and females under the said ages respectively, a contract of 
a oe to continue until the male or female apprentice shall attain 
ages of eighteen years and sixteen years respectively. 

‘* And whereas there are other matters and things necessary to be in- 
serted in the said contracts of service and apprenticeship respectively, 
which could not conveniently be set forth in this proclamation, as well as 
certain rules and regulations which will be required for the proper protec- 
tion and the continued superintendance of the said negros, as also for the 
providing for the payment to such apprentices of such wages or other re- 
muneration as may be deemed reasonable in respect to the more advanced 
periods of their apprenticeship, I do further intimate that all such matters 
and things, together with such rules and regulations, will be made publicly 
known, either by one or more government advertisement or advertise- 
ments, or else by one or more notice or notices, to be issued under my 
pants ( by the person or persons whom I shall, for that purpose, dele- 

int. 

are) ws ereas some expense has been already, and will be hereafter 
incurred in maintaining, contracting, and superintending the said negros, 
which the said negros are unable to repay, and which the colonial revenue 
ought not to bear, I hereby give notice no contract of service or ap- 
prenticeship, as the case may be, shall be made or executed under the 

this proclamation, until after payment by the person proposing 
to take such servant or —, of the sum of one pound sterling, for 
and in respect of each and every servant or ne so proposed to be 
contracted, such payment to be made into the hands of the person or per- 
sons whom I shall appoint to receive the same. 

** And I further direct, that in every case in which any such contract of 
apprenticeship shall have two or more years to run, there sball be rpm 
paid by the master or mistress of such apprentice, for every year of suc 
apprenticeship after the first year there of, the sum of ten shillings, the same 
to ——_ the hands of the person or persons to be appointed as aforesaid. 

# whereas it may be doubtful whether the ages of the said 
respectively have been estimated with sufficient accuracy, I do hereby fur- 
ther direct, that no’ contract of service or apprenticeship be executed 
under this proclamation until a further examination of those negros shall 
have taken place, and a fresh estimate shall have been made of their ages 
a prerg by such person or persons, and at such times and places, as I 

see fit to appoint and make known. 
“God save the Queen. 

“Given under my hand and the public seal of the settlement, at the 
Cape of Good Hope, this thirtieth day of December, 1839. 


(Signed) “ Geo. Nartzr. 
“ By command of his Excellency the governor, 
(Signed) * Joun Betz, 
* Secretary to Government.” 
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- OF THE 


““FHE WORLD'S CONVENTION — 


FRIENDS OF EMANCIPATION, 


TO BE HELD IN LONDON IN 1840. 


Yes, let them gather '!—Summon forth 
The pledged philanthropy of Earth, 


From every land, whose hills have heard 
The bugle-blast of Freedom waking ; 
Or shrieking of her symbol-bird 


From out his cloudy eyrie breaking ; 
Where Justice hath one worshipper, 
Or Truth one altar built to her ; 
Where’er a human eye is weeping, 

O’er wrongs which Earth’s sad children know, 
Where’er a single heart is keeping 

Its prayerful watch with human woe : 
Thence let them come, and greet each other, 
And know in each a friend and brother ! 


Yes, let them come! From each green vale 
Where England’s old baronial halls 
Still bear upon their storied walls 

The grim crusader’s rusted mail, 

Batter’d by paynim spear and brand 

On Malta’s rock, or Syria’s sand ! 

And mouldering pennon-staves once set 
Within the soil of Palestine, 

By Jordan and Gennesaret ; 

Or borne with ’s battle line, 

O’er Acre’s shattered turrets stooping ; 

Or ’midst the their banners drooping, 
With dews from hallowed Hermon wet. 

A holier summons now is given, 

Than that grey hermit’s voice of old, 

Which unto all the winds of heaven 
The banners of the Cross unrolled ! 

Not for the long deserted shrine, 

Eo ot ~ the dull, unconscious sod, 

Which tells not b vac f neba ing sign 
That there the i of pcsel te : 

But for that rrutu, for which alone 
In — eyes are sanctified 

The garden moss, the mountain stone 

Whereon His holy sandals pressed— 

The fountain which His lip hath blessed — 

Whate’er hath touched His garment’s hem 

At Bethany or Bethlehem, 

Or Jordan’s river side. 

For rreepom, in the name of Him 
Who came to raise Earth’s drooping poor, 

To break the chain from every limb— 

The bolt from every prison door! 

For those o’er all the earth hath passed 

An ever deepening trumpet blast, 

As if an Angel’s breath had lent 

Its vigour to the instrument. 


And Wales, from Snowdon’s mountain wall, 
Shall startle at that thrilling call, 
As if she heard her Bards again ; 
And Erin’s ‘ harp on Tara’s wall’ 
Give out its ancient strain, 
Mirthful and sweet, yet sad withal— 
The melody which Erin loves, 
When o’er that harp, mid bursts of gladness, 
And slogan cries and lyke-wake sadness, 
The hand of her O’Connell moves. 
Scotland, from lake, and tarn, and rill, 
And mountain hold, and heathery hill, 
Shall catch and echo back the note, 
As if she heard upon her air 
Once more her Cameronian’s prayer, 
And song of freedom float. 
And cheering echoes shall reply 
From each remote dependency, 
Where Britain’s mighty sway is known, 
In tropic sea or frozen zone ; 
Where’er her sunset flag is furling, . 
Or morning gun-fire’s smoke is curling ; 
From Indian Bengal’s groves of palm, 
And rosy fields and gales of balm, 
Where Raitirn pomp and power are rolled 
Through regal Ava’s gates of gold : 
And from the lakes and ancient woods, 
And dim Canadian solitudes, 
Whence, sternly from her rocky throne, 
Queen of the North, Quebec looks down; 
And from those bright and ransomed Isles 
Where all unwonted Freedom smiles, 














BY JOHN G. WHITTIER. 





And the dark labourer still retains 
The scar of slavery’s broken chains ! 


From the hoar Alps, which sentinel 

The gateways of the land of Tell, 

Where morning’s keen and earliest glance 
On Jura’s icy top is thrown ; 

And from the olive bowers of France, 
And vine groves garlanding the Rhone.— 

‘ Friends of the Blacks,’ as true and tried 

As those who stood by Orge’s side— 

Brissot and eloquent Gregoire— 

When with free lip and heart of fire 

The Haytian told his country’s wrong, 

Shall gather at that summons strong : 

Broglie, Passy, and he, whose song 

Breathed over Syria's holy sod, 

And in the paths which Jesus trod, 

And murmured midst the hills which hem, 

Crownless and sad Jerusalem, 

Hath echoes wheresoe’er the tone 

Of Israel’s prophet-lyre is known. 


Still let them come—from Quito’s walls, 
And from the Orinoco’s tide— 
From Lima’s Inca-haunted halls— 
From Sante Fe and Yucatan,— 
Chiefs who by swart Guerrero’s side 
Proclaimed the deathless r1cuTs OF MAN, 
Broke every bond and fetter off, 
And hailed in every sable surf, 
A free and brother Mexican ! 
Chiefs who across the Andes’ chain 
Have followed Freedom’s flowing pennon, 
And seen on Junin’s fearful plain, 
Glare o’er the broken ranks of Spain, 
The fire-burst of Bolivar’s cannon ! 
And Hayti, from her mountain land, 
Shall send the sons of those who hurled 
Defiance from her blazing strand— 


‘The war-gage from her Petion’s hand, 


Alone against a hostile world. 


Nor all unmindful thou, the while, 
Land of the dark and mystic Nile !— 
Thy moslem pay yet may shame 
All ts of a Christian name,— 
When in the shade of Gezeh’s pile, 
Or, where from Abyssinian hills, 
El] Gerek’s upper fountain fills, 
Or where from mountains of the Moon, 
El Abiad bears his watery boon, 
Where’er thy lotus blossoms swim 
Within their ancient hallowed waters ; 
Where’er is heard Prophet’s re 
Or song of Nubia’s sable daughters,— 
The curse of Stavery and the crime, 
Thy bequest from remotest time, 


At thy dark Mehemet’s decree 
For evermore nid nap from thee ; 
And chains e each captive’s limb 


Of all those tribes, whose hills around 
Have echoed back the cymbal sound, 
And victor horn of Ibrahim. 


And thou, whose glory and whose crime 
To earth’s remotest bound and clime, 
In mingled tones of awe and scorn 
The echoes of a world have borne, 
My country! glorious at thy birth, 
A day-star flashing brightly forth— 
The herald-sign of Freedom’s dawn ! 
Oh ! who could dream who saw thee then, 
And watched thy rising from afar, 
That vapours from oppression’s fen 
Would feed thy upward tending star? - 
Or that Earth’s tyrant powers, which heard, 
Awe-struck,the shout which hailed thy dawning, 
Would rise so soon, prince, peer and king, 
To mock thee with their welcoming, 
Like Hades, when her thrones were stirred 
To et the down-cast Star of Morning ! 
‘ Aha! and art thou fallen thus? 
Art rHov become as one of us?’ 





Land of my fathers !—there will stand, 
Amidst that world-assembled band, 
Those owning thy maternal claim, 
Unweakened by thy crime and shame,— 
The sad reprovers of thy wrong— 
The children thou hast spurned so long. 
Still, with affection’s fondest yearning, 
To their unnatural mother turning. 

No traitors they !—but tried and leal, 
Whose own is but thy general weal, 
Still blending with the patriot’s zeal 
The Christian’s love for human kind, 
To caste and climate unconfined. 


A hol ering '—peaceful all— 
No ake of war—no savage call 
For vengeance on an erring brother ; 
But, in their stead, the God-like plan 
To teach the brotherhood of man 
To love and reverence one another, 
As sharers of a common blood— 
The children of a common God !— 
Yet, even at its lightest word, 
Shall Slavery’s darkest depths be stirred : 
re ag watching from her Moro’s keep, 
er slave-ships traversing the deep ; 
And Rio, in her strength and pride, 
Lifting, along her mountain side, 
Her snowy battlements and towers— 
Her lemon groves and tropic bowers, 
With bitter hate and sullen fear, 
Its freedom-giving voice shall hear ; 
And where my country’s flag is flowing, 
On breezes from Mount Vernon blowing, 
Above the Nation’s council halls, 
Where Freedom’s praise is loud and long, 
Ma x — os the outward . 
ver plies his ree — 
The hasainer of the woan thief fll, 
O’er hypocritic cheek and brow, 
The crimson flush of shame shall glow : 
And all who for their native land 
Are pledging life and heart and hand— 
Worn watchers o’er her changing weal, 
Who for her tarnished honour feel— 
T co’ door and council-hall 
Shall thunder an awakening call. 
The pen along its page burn 
With all intolerable scorn— 
And eloquent rebuke shall go 
On all the winds that southward blow ; 
From priestl lips, now sealed and dumb, 
Warning and dread 1 shall come, 
Like these which Israel heard from him, 
The prophet of the cherubim, 
Or those which sad Esaias hurled 
Against a sin-accursed world. 
Its wizard-leaves the Press shall fling, 
Unceasing from its iron wing, 
With characters inscribed thereon, 
As fearful in the despot’s hall, 
As to the pomp of Babylon 
fire-sign on the palace wall ! 
And, from her dark iniquities, 
Methinks I see my country rise : 
Not challenging the nations round 
To note her tardy justice done— ~ 
eo captives from their = unbound, 
er prisons opening to the sun. 
But tearfully her arms extending 
Over the poor and unoffending ; 
Her emblem, now no longer 
A bird of prey, with talons reeking, 
Above the dying i ne shrieking ; 
But, spreading out her ample wing— 
A , impartial covering— 
The weaker sheltered by the stronger !— 
O! then, to Faith’s anointed eyes, 
The promised token shall be given ; 
And on a nation’s sacrifice, © 
Atoning for the sin of years, 
And wet with penitential tears— 
The fire shall from Heaven. 


Philadelphia Paper. 
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“ AFRICAN SLAVE 
GUNPO 


Ir is well known to our readers, that the supply of slaves for the 
ships which hoyer on the coast of Africa is derived to a great 
— ps internal _ which a ape re" ne nape 
y the slave-traders. .A lar ‘of the articles fu in 
return for glaives consists i _ and peo fe the 
murderous wars, and by far the greater part of these proceed 
from English ports. We print below an account (extracted from 
official documents) of the quantities of powder exported from 
Liverpool in the year 1839 ; from which our readers will see at a 
glance, what an enormous proportion of it (upwards of 17,000 


seme have gone to Africa. And almost the whole of this has 
been s pet by British merchants, to perpetrate the murders 
which feed the slave trade ! 


GUNPOWDER EXPORTED FROM LivERPOOL IN 1839. 
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Demerara ......... an SP | eae oe 
| Miramichi............) 15 | ...° 1... shies 
} | Newfoundland ...... Sk, ee pers ere 84 
September.) Africa .....<-..<.-+.J2550 }.4.. 05... |... | 822 
» | Newfoundland ...... So he eres Bares 25 
{GURL a cuens dbase. oo Re, oe Bie |e ieee Bess 
October. ; Africa ..........0.062 630 ‘ss 
| Barbados. ............ Se. i ae Pee 50 
St. Thomas ......... fi 5 | 141 bg 
November.; Africa “.....:......... Srey ss Pi... ¥ 
December, | Aftiea  .........+0++. 690 3 
eee igs Se Fa 
Charleston ......... en OE 2 
Gulf of Mexico......, pees} ks 200 
Gibraltar ............ 8 Saar ots 
Miranham |...::01 «| is. 480 
New Orleans......... ES eee 
Senegal ........:...0.. 111 
ii Moree are 10' ... 
St. Cabello ...........4 ... ... | 80 


Wurtrs versus Buacks at THE Lorp’s Taste. [| From the Jamacia 
Baptist Herald.| A few Sabbaths since,| witnessed the following most heart- 
rending scene, at the communion-table of our ascended Lord. The ordinance 
was delivered to the communicants as they came by, and knelt around the 
altar. Twenty or more could kneel around it at a time. One class came up, 
knelt and received the ordinance, and were bid depart in peace. A second 
class came, received the ordinance, and were told to depart in peace. A 
third class came, and were received in a similar way. A fourth class 
came ; there were eight or ten who came. ‘Ihe minister waited, and urged 
all to come. Soon .two respecteble-looking coloured females detached 
themselves from the cor ion, walked down the aisle, went round to 
one end of the altar, away. the rest, and were about to kneel. The 
minister at this time saw them, and motioned them away toa pew. They 
departed, looking sorrowful and heart-broken. ‘Ihe communicants were 

ered to depart in __“ Now,” says tho minister, “if there are 
any of our coloured friends who wish to come, they can come.” ‘The two 

ured ladies modestly and meekly took their place at the altar. In a 
cold and indifferent way the sacrament was administered. The minister 
turned from them o.9008 as they had received it, and eb eee reek 

ithout repeating the usual form, “ Depart in ce,” &c. At le 

they rose and departed, aa 
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. PERSECUTION IN JAMAICA. 
HE attention of the Friends of Religion, Justice, and Freedom, 
is earnestly solicited to certain iniquitous proceedings which have 
recently taken place in Jamaica, which, if not promptly. apd vigorously met, 
threaten pa By the rapa those against whom they have been directed, 
but the destruction of that liberty which has been Paacel for the Negro 
at so costly a sacrifice. 

At the hultie for the county of Cornwall, held at Montego Bay in July 
last, various actions were brought, under different pretexts, against several 
well-known friends of the labouring classes in that Island. Amongst the 
victims of these proceedings were a Clergyman of the Church of England, 
a Missionary belonging to the Baptist Society, and some of the magistrates 
specially appointed for the protection of the emancipated population, in 
each of which cases the jurors decided against the party accused, and 
in most of them with enormous damages, under circumstances which 
can leave no doubt that the design is to ruin those whose hatred of 
oppression has rendered them obnoxious to the enemies of freedom. 

At the same Assizes, a criminal information, filed by order of the Court 
against the Editor of a local newspaper for grossly defaming. a Baptist 
minister, was tried, and the jury, without the formality of retiring to con- 
sider their verdict, immediately acquitted the defendant, contrary to the 
express direction of the Chief Justice, and the plaintiff was left with 
his injuries unredressed, and a heavy amount of legal expenses to pay. 

These violent and reckless proceedings appear to have produced a 
greater excitement than has been known in the island since the insur- 
rection in 1832, 

The Negros behave with admirable moderation, but they feel most 
deeply at the prospect of their best friends and protectors, of whom it 
was once sought to deprive them by brute force, now falling victims to the 
more specious, but not less effectual weapons of oppression, in the form of 
legal proceedings. 

The juries on these occasions were almost wholly composed of persons 
belonging to a class who have uniformly and bitterly opposed the abo- 
lition of slavery, and the friends of the Anti-Slavery cause, and there is no 
hope whatever of obtaining justice for the parties against whom these 
verdicts have been given, but by an appeal to the Court of Error in the 
Island, and, if requisite, to the ultimate tribunal in this country, which 
will involve heavy legal expenses in addition to those already incurred. | 

To meet these expenses, an earnest appeal is now made to the liberality 
of the British public. 

The following gentlemen have been appointed a Committee, with power 
to add to their number, to lay the particulars of these atrocious proceedings 
fully before the public, to promote subscriptions for the purposes contem- 
plated, and for similar cases of oppression, and to superintend the appro- 
priation of the funds collected. 

COMMITTEE. 
Samurt Gurney, Esq. Treasurer. 

Charles Lusbington, Esq. M.P. | Rev. Thomas Scales, Leeds. 
T. F. Buxton, Esq. William Chapman, Esq. Newcastle- 
William Allen, Esq. upon-Tyne, 
Rev. John Dyer. Isaac Bass, Brighton. - 
Geor ge Stacey, Esq. J. Bs Pease, Esq. Darlington. 
G. W. Alexander, Esq. R. D, Alexander, Esq. Ipswich. 
Rev. I. J. Freeman. Wm. D. Crewdson, Esq. Kendal. 
Robert Forster, Esq. W. T. Blair, Esq. Bath, 
Fan cand ea View Wilson Esq. Nottingham. 

ooper, ; obn Cropper, . Liverpool. 
Yoho Seobhe ty Rev. John Dan Benshenen 


Jacob Post, Esq. G. H. Head, Esq. Carlisle. 





- 





Rev. J. Woodwark. Joseph Eaton, Esq. Lristol. 
Thomas Clarkson, Esq. Playford | Richard Rathbone, Esq. Liverpool. 
Hall, near Ipswich. J. Marriage, jun. Esq: Chelmsford . 





Joseph Sturge, Esq. Birmingham | Henry Sparkes, Esq. Exeter. 
J.T. Price, Esq. Neath. ; Jon. Backhouse, Esq. Darlington. 
James Whitehorne, Esq, Bristol. 


Amount already advertised. £1346 18 0O 
Dr. Ball, . ; Bristol . ‘ . ; ‘ » 3 0 0 
Samuel ‘Thomas, Esq. ditto . . . és . - 20 0 0 
Edward Thomas, Esq. ditto . ° . o..@.0 
John Harford, Esq. ditto . 3 ; - 10 0 0 
James Charlton, Esq. Oe 5. a ES ge 8 IO Ore 
Henry Hunt, Feq. Gite 6g Singer say ays as ® 
Dr. Ash, é . ditto . ‘ . é 7 § 8°00 
Sarah Allen . : ditto . . ° ‘ . : 3°00 
Thomas Saaders, Esq. ditto . FS - 2 0 0 
Ann Nash ° ° ditto . . - 2 0 0 
Hannah Price . ditto . . . - 1°00 
Josiah Grace, Esq. « OO gett ae re ae 
A Friend, per Joseph Eaton, Esq. : e Oe ee 


Subscriptions will be received at the following places :— 
Samuel Gurney, Esq., Treasurer, Lombard-street. 
Messrs. Herries, Farquhar, and Co. St. James’s-street. A 
Messrs. Drewett and Fowler, Bankers, Princes-street, City. 
Messrs. Hanburys, Taylor, and Lloyd, Bankers, Lombard-street. 
Baptist Missionary Socisty’s Office, Fen-court, Fenchurch-street. 
J. H. Tredgold, ., Secretary to the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery 
Society, 27, New Broad Street, or by any of the Members of the Com- 
mittee. Henry Srerry, Sec. 
27, New Broad Street. 





Tue Portucvrse Staver, Ulysses, was condemned by the 
British Court of vice-admiralty at Jamaica, under Lord Palmerton’s act, 
on the 20th of January last. This is the first instance of a foreign slaver 
being condemned by a purely British court. 
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